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Government 


Sets up 
$25 million 
redress fund 


By Marco Levytsky 

The government of Canada has set aside $25 million to fund educa- 
ticnal projects initiated by ethnocultural communities who have suffered 
from racist policies in the past, in the budget tabled in parliament, Feb. 24. 

Included in among theseis the World War I internment of Ukrainian 
Canadians, the Chinese Head Tax, the World War ii internments of Italian 
and German Canadians and two boat incidents involving Sikhs and Jews. 

According to the budget document “the objective of these efforts is to 
ensure that similar events never occur again. In support of these ongoing 
efforts, Budget 2005 provides $25 million over the next three years for 
commemorative and educational initiatives that will highlight the contri- 
butions that these groups have made to Canadian society and help build a 
better understanding among all Canadians of the strength of Canadian 
diversity.” 

Etobicoke Centre MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj, who worked behind the 
scenes on the redress issue since his election last summer, says how the 
money will be spent is to be negotiated with representatives of the com- 
munities involved, including the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 

“What’s critical is we now have the funding,” he said during a telecon- 
ference with Ukrainian Canadian print media, Feb. 24. 

“Tt’s one thing to try to get а bill passed through the House (of Com- 
mons). Right here we have firm commitment and we have a dollar amount 
attached to an acknowledgment,” he added. 

“Tm glad I’m actually part of a government that will finally resolve the 
internment issue.” 

In a statement issued by his office the following day, Wrzesnewskyj 
noted that Ukrainian Canadians have been waiting a long time for recon- 
ciliation. 

“Yesterday’s announcement is a positive step in the right direction — a 
direction that will allow us to deal with issues of the past respectfully and 
to move towards the bright future that is the promise that awaits all Cana- 
dians,” he said. 

“The UCC feels that this commitment on the part of the federal govern- 
ment to deal with these issues in cooperation with the communities af- 


fected is the correct way to pro- 
ceed,” said UCC Vice President 
Andrew Hladyshevsky, О.С, in a 
statement issued by the congress. 

“It is gratifying,” continued 
Hladyshevsky, “that after many 
years, the federal government has 
understood that settlement of these 
issues should be an important aspect 
of its human rights agenda. The 
community looks forward to con- 
tinue its’ productive discussions 
with representatives of the federal 
government.” 

But in an interview with Ukrai- 
nian News he warned that “the com- 
munity should not be fooled that 
there aren’t very difficult negotia- 
tions ahead.” 

“Chretien’s door, that had been 
shut, has now been opened — a 
smidgen. The emphasis on the com- 
munity is to now deal with the po- 
litical side of this,” he added. 

«Ра not sure whether this is Base 
Camp One, or Base Camp Two on 
Everest.” 

Paul Grod, another UCC vice 
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Martin, Yushchenko meet 


(UkrNews/PSUPVY )—Two days 
before the tabling of the 2005 bud- 
get, Prime Minister Paul Martin met 
with Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko during the NATO Sum- 
mit in Brussels. 

The meeting took place before the 
Ukraine-NATO commission’s ses- 
sion, Feb. 22, and lasted for 30 min- 
utes. The Ukrainian side was repre- 
sented by NSDC Secretary Petro 
Poroshenko, Deputy Premier Oleh 
Rybachuk and Foreign Minister 
Borys Tarasiuk. 

The two leaders discussed the is- 
sue of bilateral relations and 
Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration. 
Yushchenko has stressed the neces- 
sity to have an open public discus- 
sion of Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic in- 
tegration. 

Other topics included economic 
cooperation between the two coun- 
tries. Martin noted that Canada is 
ready to generate substantial invest- 
ments into the Ukrainian economy 
but needs a favorable climate. 

Yushchenko, for his part, accen- 


President Viktor Yushchenko and Prime Minister Paul Martin pose for 
the cameras during the NATO Summit in Brussels, Feb. 22. 


tuated that his team’s top priority is 
regaining investor confidence. He 


noted that in early April Ukraine will 


Open an investment forum, “a mini- 
Davos and we welcome all poten- 
tial western investors.” 


Martin and Yushchenko also in- 
vited each other to visit their respec- 
tive countries, 


Вчинено замах на свідка у справі Гонгадзе 


Руслан Дейниченко, Оксана Лігостова 

(Голос Америки) -В ночі 27-28 лютого, у Києві 
стався напад на одного з можливих свідків у справі 
вбивства журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе Юрія Hec— 
терова. В під'їзді його будунку вибухнула граната. 
Нестерова супроводжував міліціонер. Про їх стан є 
суперечливі повідомлення. 

Як стверджують правоохоронці, об'єктом нападу 
був один із звинувачених в організації так званої 
«банди міліціонерів- перевертнів». Коли він входив 
до під'їзду будинку в Києві, у нього та співробітника 
міліції, який його супроводжував, кинули гранату, 
яка вибухнула. Інформація про стан здоров'я по-- 
страждалих поки що суперечлива - за одними да-- 
ними обидва отримали неважкі поранення й дос- 
тавлені у лікарню швидкої допомоги. Інші джерела 
кажуть, що ніхто не постраждав. 

Версія про намір знищити одного із фігурантів 
справи, поки що одна із основних. Прокуратура поки 
що не підтверджує, що Нестеров якимось чином 
фігурує у справі вбивства Георгія Гонгадзе - але 
каже, що окремі епізоди діяльності банди пере- 
вертнів, можуть бути пов'язані із зникненням жур-- 


наліста. Його прізвище згадується в листах колиш- 
нього співробітника УБОЗ Ігоря Гончарова. У них, 
нагадаю, йшлося про причетність міліціонерів до 
вбивства Гонгадзе. Сам Гончаров раптово помер у 
слідчому ізоляторі, ймовірно від побоїв. 

А тим часом оглядачі вже пов'язали замах на 
життя можливого свідка у справі Гонгадзе з рішу- 
чими діями нової влади з розкриття цієї резонансної 
справи. Так, міністр внутрішніх справ Юрій Луцен-- 
ко, виступаючи в неділю 27 лютого на каналі ІСТУ, 
зробив сенсаційну заяву про те, що встановлено осо- 
бу, яка бачила, як журналіст сідав у машину міліції. 
"Ми встановили тих, хто садовив Георгія в машину. 
Ця машина також знаходиться в наших руках", 
сказав Луценко. Як наголосив міністр, не всі співро- 
бітники міліції, які стежили за журналістом чи сад- 
жали його в міліцейську машину, є злочинцями, ос- 
кільки виконували наказ, не знаючи, що він злочин- 
ний. В ефірі телеканалу головний міліціонер ще раз 
підкреслив, що готовий зберегти анонімність таких 
свідків або навіть стимулювати їх матеріально зара- 
ди розкриття, як він сказав, "найрезонанснішної 
сьогодні справи у світі". 


За порушення під час виборів засудили на 3 роки 


(Українська правда)- -Ніжинський міськрайонний 
суд (Чернігівська область) визнав винними й при-- 
судив до 3 років позбавлення волі з відстрочкою BU— 
конання вироку 3 жителів Ніжина за використання 
фальшивих відкріпних талонів на виборах пре- 
зидента. 

Про це сказано в повідомленні прес-служби про-- 
куратури Чернігівської області, текст якого HaBO— 
дить Український вибір. 

"Суд визнав (3 осіб) винними в здійсненні злочину 
проти виборчих прав людини й громадянина й виніс 
обвинувальний вирок", - сказано в повідомленні. 

Повідомляється, що 3 осіб присуджені до З років 
позбавлення волі кожен із відстрочкою виконання 
вироку. 

Відповідно до повідомлення, слідчі прокуратури 
встановили, що 21 листопада 2004 року (2 тур 
виборів) 3 жителів Ніжина за особистими 


документами і підробленими відкріпними талонами 
проголосували за кандидата в президенти Віктора 
Януковича на 4 виборчих дільницях (Ne 125, 127, 
167 й 168) територіального виборчого округу Ne211. 
Ці дії суд кваліфікував за ч.2 ст. 158 Кримінального 
кодексу (підробка виборчих документів, непра-- 
вомірне використання виборчих бюлетенів або 
неправильний підрахунок голосів або неправильне 
оголошення результатів виборів). 

Повідомляється, що суд визнав, що злочин не є 
тяжким, а винні особи вперше притягуються до 
кримінальної відповідальності, і тому застосував по-- 
карання, не пов'язане з позбавленням волі, - засуд- 
жені будуть ув'язнені тільки в тому випадку, якщо 
за певний проміжок часу вчинять правопорушення. 

Ще 157 кримінальних справ за фактом порушень 
в ході виборів президента знаходяться у провадженні 
Міністерства внутрішніх справ. 


2 
- 
Г Чи ви відновили Вашу передплату? 


Перевірте наліпку на газеті. Ваша передплата триватиме тільки 
до того часу який поданий внизу. 


Have You Renewed Your Subscription? 


Check the address label. Your subscription lasts only until 
the date given below. 


John O. Public 


qt Mar. 16th - Mar.29th, 2005 р 


00000 - 00 St. 
Anytown, Prov. Postal Code 


ЦІНИ/РВІСЕ5 
В Канаді / In Canada: 
1 pik/year (24 примірники/і55ие5) $35.00 (Кан.) (Спа.) 
2 poxu/years (48 примірників/їз5пез) $65.00 (Кан.) (Cnd.) 
ціна включає ПТО ["GST"]). 
В C.I.A. / In the U.S.A.: 
Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах. Same prices, 
but in U.S. dollars. 
Поза Канадою та С.Ш.А./Ошізіде Canada and the U.S.A.: 
Подвійні ціни як в «С.Ш.А.». Double the U.S.A. price. 


Щоб відновити передплату, виповніть нижче подану форму 
та й пішліть до: То renew your subscription, please fill out the 
form below and mail it to: 


Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 
Tel.: (780) 488-3693; Fax: (780) 488-3859 


Запевніть щоб всі чеки чи «моні ордери» подані були на 
Ukrainian News. Please make all cheques, or money orders payable 
to Ukrainian News. 


Name 
Address 


City Prov. P. Code 


Потрібний рацівник до чищення приміщень залі УНО (10629-98 
вул.) - $10.00 на год. приблизно 88 годин на місяць. За дальшими 
інформаціями дзвонити до Олега: 953-5120. 


Janitor work-part time (88 hrs/mo), $10.00/hr for UNF Hall (10629- 
98 St.). For more information call Oleh: 953-5120. 


Invest in the Future of Ukrainian Scholar- 


ship by Supporting the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
Станьте меценатом KIYC-y 
CIUS, University of Alberta, 


450 Athabasca Hall, 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8 


KIYC 
СІЦ5 


Tel: 780.492.2972 Fax: 780.492.4967 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; 9www:cius.ca 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, March 2 - 15, 2005, 2 - 15 березня, 2005 


Рух просить Ющенка поновити 
розслідування загибелі Чорновола 


(Українська правда) -НРУ закликає президента 
Віктора Ющенка вжити заходів з поновлення роз- 
слідування загибелі колишнього лідера партії В'я- 
чеслава Чорновола. 

Таке рішення було прийняте на 15-му позачер- 
говому з'їзді НРУ, передає Український вибір. 

В зверненні НРУ до Ющенка сказано, що слідство, 
яке проводилося Міністерством внутрішніх справ 
дійшло висновку, що автомобільна катастрофа 25 
березня 1999 року, у якій загинув лідер НРУ Чорно- 
віл, - результат порушення правил дорожнього руху 
водіями КамАЗу й "Тойоти", у якій їхав Чорновіл. 

Однак результати розслідування, проведеного пар- 
тійною комісією НРУ, свідчать, що це не було випад- 
кове JI TI]; вивчення ж кримінальної справи показа- 
ло, що багато питань нез'ясовані й перевірялася 
тільки одна версія. 


На думку НРУ, внаслідок саботажу колишньої 
влади, прямих вказівок керівників правоохоронних 
органів й інших причин розслідування обставин 
загибелі Чорновола було припинене. 

НРУ вважає, що це дає підстави підозрювати в 
скоєнні злочину колишнє керівництво держави. 

У зв'язку із цим НРУ закликає Ющенка поновити 
слідство й взяти його під свій особистий контроль. 
Як повідомлялося, у листопаді 2003 року НРУ 
ініціювала проведення МВС, Службою безпеки 
України й Генеральною прокуратурою додаткового 
розслідування загибелі Чорновола. 

НРУ наполягає на версії вбивства Чорновола. 

За версією МВС, яке тоді очолював Юрій 
Кравченко, аварія автомобіля, у якому їхав Чорно- 
віл, сталася випадково. Чорновіл загинув в авто- 
мобільній катастрофі в березні 1999 року. 


Томенко забере у Януковича землю у 
Феофанії, а у Табачника гектари під клуб 


(Українська правда)- -Правоохоронні органи 
перевірять, на яких підставах екс-прем'єр Віктор 
Янукович отримав від Леоніда Кучми землі у Фео- 
фанії. 

Про це заявив віце-прем'єр-міністр України Мико- 
ла Томенко, коментуючи заяву Януковича на захист 
музиканта Яна Табачника. 

Як говориться в повідомленні прес-служби Томен- 
ка, віце-прем'єр вважає, що колишній прем'єр- 
міністр Віктор Янукович захищає музиканта Яна 
Табачника не через "національне питання", а через 
те, що незаконно отримав землі в Феофанії. 

"Я переконаний, що правоохоронні органи і міська 
влада Києва цього разу вже без нагадування громад- 
ськості перевірять правові підстави "подарунків" 
Леоніда Кучми не лише Яну Табачнику, а і Віктору 
Януковичу, наприклад, у "Феофанії" та інших 
куточках України", - вважає віце-прем'єр. 

Він також зазначив, що готовий публічно обго- 
ворювати з Табачником лише земельне питання. 


Віце-прем'єр переконаний, що йому вдасться повер- 
нути і 8,15 га Дніпровської набережної у Дарниць- 
кому районі Києва, які були надані в довгострокову 
оренду під розбудову Міжнародного творчого 
центру Табачника. 

За проектом там має бути зведено "елітарний клуб 
"Честь имею" з шикарними клубом, басейном, пля- 
жами, пірсами для яхт та автостоянками і спортив- 
ними майданчиками. Засновниками згаданого 
центру є відомі бізнесмени з трьох країн - Йосиф 
Кобзон (Росія), Ян Табачник (Україна) і Авраам 
Фельдер (Ізраїль). 

"Причина активної публічної діяльності Табачника 
і його образа на мене дуже проста: в її основі лежить 
зовсім не національне, а земельне питання, оскільки 
родина акордеоніста знає, що я звернувся до право- 
охоронних органів з проханням перевірити закон- 
ність виділення 8,15 га дніпровського узбережжя під 
будівництво та експлуатацію творчого центру", - 
зазначив Томенко. 


Українці більш за все серед політиків 
довіряють Ющенку 


(Українська правда)- Українці 
більш за все серед політиків дові- 
ряють президенту Віктору Ющенку. 

Такими є результати всеукраїн- 
ського опитування, проведеного 
13-20 лютого "Українським демо- 
кратичним колом" на замовлення 
Інституту політики, директором 
якого є віце прем'єр-міністр 
Микола Томенко. 

Індекс довіри до Ющенка дорів- 
нює +0,38. В той же час індекс 
довіри до спікера Верховної Ради 
Володимира Литвина складає 
- 0,33, а до прем'єра Юлії Тимо- 
шенко - +0,23. 

Індекс довіри представляє со- 
бою число в проміжку між "-1" та 


"+1". У тому випадку, якщо 100% 
опитаних "зовсім не довіряють" 
певній особі, індекс матиме зна- 
чення "-1". У разі, якщо 100% 
опитаних "повністю довіряють" 
певному політикові, то індекс 
матиме значення "+1". 

Тож найменший рівень довіри 
серед українців має екс-голова 
адміністрації президента Кучми 
Віктор Медведчук - -0,32. Індекс 
довіри до лідера Компартії Петра 
Симоненка складає -0,29, а екс- 
кандидата в президенти Віктора 
Януковича - -0,25. 

На питання, якби зараз проходи- 
ли президентські вибори, а серед 
кандидатів - тільки Віктор Януко- 
вич і Віктор Ющенко, то за кого 
ви б проголосували, 52% опита- 


відповіддю. 

Щодо першого візиту Віктора 
Ющенка, який він здійснив у 
Росію, 68% респондентів оцінили 
цей крок позитивно, негативно - 
1296, вагалися з відповіддю - 
20%. Що стосується результатів 
візиту, то 5896 оцінили результати 
позитивно, негативно - 10%, 
вагалися з відповіддю - 3290. 

До проголошеного Ющенком 
курсу на євроінтеграцію України 
позитивно ставляться 58% нега- 
тивно ставляться 2096, вагалися 
з відповіддю - 22%. 

На питання щодо строків виве- 
дення контингенту українських 
військ з Іраку 27% вважають, що 
українські війська треба вивести 
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Government sets redress fund 


Cont. from P.1 

president who was also on the negotiating team, told 
Ukrainian News “the Ukrainian Canadian Congress ex- 
pects that most of the funds allocated in this federal 
budget to redress will be focused on recognizing and 
commemorating one of the most significant tragedies 
in Canada’s history — Canada’s First National Intern- 
ment Operations.” 

“Events such as the internment and Canada’s cur- 
rent citizenship revocation program aimed at people 
that allegedly misrepresented themselves 60 years ago, 
highlight how tenuous our rights were and are in 
Canada. Canada’s Citizenship legislation must be 
strengthened to ensure that naturalized Canadians have 
the same rights as those born in Canada. Today we still 
have two classes of Canadian citizen,” he added. 

Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, research director for the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Liberties Association, and the third 
member of the negotiating team said “a settlement in- 
volving acknowledgment, the restitution of the intern- 


ees’ confiscated wealth, and its application to various 
commemorative and educational projects will be of ben- 
efit to all Canadians.” 

“We are particularly pleased that this news comes as 
it does while the last known survivor of the internment 
operations, Mary Manko Haskett, the honourary pa- 
tron of UCCLA’s National Redress Council, is still alive 
and able to bear witness to this settlement.” 

In addition to the $25 million it allocated for redress, 
the government also announced an increase in funding 
for multiculturalism to $5 million a year. 

“This recognition on the part of the federal govern- 
ment that multiculturalism is a defining factor of Ca- 
nadian society and that our diversity needs to be sup- 
ported, is welcome,” said UCC President Irene (Orysia) 
Sushko. 

“All of Canada’s ethnocultural communities stand 
to benefit from this funding increase and we look for- 
ward to working with the government on ways that will 
fully develop these possibilities.” 


Liberals move to shut down 
redress debate, says Mark 


(UkrNews)—Feb. 22 the Liberal government at- 
tempted to shut down debate on both C-331, the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Recognition and Restitution Act and C- 
333 the Chinese Canadian Recognition and Redress 
Act, both Private Member’s Bills initiated by Inky 
Mark, M.P. for Dauphin-Swan River-Marquette, says 
the MP 

Speaking on behalf of the Liberal government, both 
Dominic Leblanc and Don Boudria expressed concerns 
that both C-331 and C-333 would be a financial bur- 
den on the government and that the Speaker should 
rule both of the Bills out of order, stated a Feb. 25 press 
release from Mark. 

The Speaker of the House of Commons earlier ruled 
that neither Bill required the expenditure of funds by 
the government until negotiations for fair settlement 
takes place but that clarification was needed in regards 
to a museum proposed in C-331. 

Referring to C-331 Mark clarified: “The proposed 


museum would be housed in an existing facility that is 
currently maintained by Parks Canada as an office com- 
plex storage area at Cave and Basin in Banff National 
Park. As no new museum is being requested, no ex- 
traordinary financial commitments are being requested.” 

Mark concluded by saying: “Canada’s Ukrainian 
community has waited 20 years for redress. Why is 
this Liberal government afraid of acknowledging 
Canada’s past history and the injustices done to those 
interned during the First World War? As a result of this 
shut-down attempt the speaker will again have to rule 
on C-331 and 1 million Canadians of Ukrainian de- 
scent will be left waiting to learn its fate.” 

Speaking with the Ukrainian media on Feb. 24 after 
the government announced $25 million for redress, Lib- 
eral MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj said the problem was in 
Mark’s wording. 

He said he will work with Mark and the Justice De- 
partment in getting it right. 


UCC may set up information bureau in Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress is 
looking into the possibility of setting up an informa- 
tion bureau in Ukraine, says the head of the UCC ‘s 
Canada-Ukraine Relations Committee. 

Irene Mycak made the statement during an informa- 
tion session members of the UCC national executive 
held with the Edmonton community, Feb 20. 

As part of its goal to reach Ukrainian Canadians 
across Canada, the UCC Executive has begun holding 
meetings in different cities along with information ses- 
sion. 

Mycak also said the UCC will be working with the 
governments of Canada and Ukraine in establishing a 
Ukrainian consulate in Edmonton and has to begin a 
plan of action for the Spring 2006 parliamentary elec- 
tions in Ukraine. 

UCC President Orysia Sushko said newly elected 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko has asked her 
to express his gratitude for all the election observers 
the Canadian community sent. 

“Those who took part because of a genuine desire to 


help the fatherland,” she added. 

UCC Secretary Ray Sandusky said the UCC may be 
looking at holding both Eastern and Western confer- 
ences and ways to renew and rejuvenate the organiza- 
tion. 

This will include a new logo, an updated website and 
ways of improving government relations. 

Treasurer Prof. Roman Yereniuk said the UCC will 
be looking at beginning a Council of Ukrainian Edu- 
cation and different ways of involving dance groups in 
the UCC. 

He also reported on the Canada-Ukraine Foundation 
which is working closely with the Kyiv Mohyla Acad- 
emy. 

Vice President Andrew Hladyshevsky reported on 
the UCC’s internment redress issue and said to look 
out for the forthcoming budget (see front page). 

He also reported on the work of the Taras Shevchenko 
Foundation which has $7 million in assets and has 
handed out over $5 million in grants to maintain Ukrai- 
nian culture in Canada. 


U.S. begins Demyanjuk deportation proceedings 


(UkrNews)—John Demjanjuk 
made his first court appearance in 
12 years Feb. 28 at an immigration 


prisoned for being the sadistic Nazi 
guard known as “Ivan the Terrible.” 


and officials asked a judge in De- 
cember to deport him. 
As in Canada’s Denaturalization 


hearing to fight the government’s 
attempt to deport him. 

John Demjanjuk, 84, arrived in a 
wheelchair with members of his 
family and spoke only briefly dur- 
ing the hearing, telling the judge he 
was more comfortable speaking in 
Ukrainian than English, reported the 
Associated Press. 

Appearing by video from Wash- 
ington, Chief Immigration Judge 
Michael Creppy granted a defense 
request to delay the start of 
Demjanjuk’s deportation hearing 
until June 30. 

Demjanjuk, whose health is fail- 
ing, has lived in seclusion since re- 
turning to the United States in 1993 
from Israel, where he had been im- 


The Israeli Supreme Court over- 
ruled an earlier conviction in find- 
ing Demjanjuk was not the infamous 
“Ivan the Terrible” guard at 
Treblinka. 

А U.S. court subsequently found 
that the Office of Special Investiga- 
tions had committed a “fraud upon 
the court” when it failed to hand 
over evidence that would have 
cleared Demjanjuk of the criminal 
charge. 

His citizenship was revoked in 
1981 but was restored after return- 
ing to the United States. 

In 1999, Justice Department offi- 
cials again moved to revoke it, al- 
leging he had been a guard at other 
Nazi death and forced labor camps. 
His citizenship was stripped in 2002 


and Deportation process, the U.S. 
government does not have to prove 
Demjanjuk committed any war 
crimes and the judicial standard for 
proof is much lower than that used 
in criminal procedures. 
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Yushchenko plans Diaspora department 


(Ukrainian News Agency)—President Viktor Yushchenko plans to cre- 
ate a department for working with the Ukrainian Diaspora within the 
Cabinet of Ministers. Yushchenko made the statement at a news confer- 
ence in Zagreb, Feb. 19. “The issue of creating a department, which would 
deal exclusively with the problems of the Ukrainian Diaspora in the gov- 
ernment, is currently being reviewed,” Yushchenko said. He considers 
that such a body will be the only centre for interacting with the Diaspora. 
Yushchenko formulated the task of this department, which is to inform 
Укгаїпіап abroad about everything that is happening in Ukraine, includ- 
ing about Ukrainian business. “If the Ukrainian Diaspora had known 
about those economic processes that are occurring in Ukraine, then they 
would have been to a large extent direct or indirect participant,” 
Yushchenko said. The president said that there is an objective to formu- 
late a special national program for cooperation with the Diaspora, and to 
put in financing for its projects in the budget, which would mainly be of 
a humanitarian character. 
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Тимошенко обіцяє 
зайнятися Молдовою, | економічну міні-революцію 


Буш порадив "Topi" 


а вони хочуть 
Білорусією 


(Українська правда) -Громадянська кампанія "Пора", яка брала 
участь у помаранчевій революції, розгорне свою діяльність у Білорусії 
та Молдові. 

Про намір підтримати демократію в Білорусії лідер "Пори" Владис-- 
лав Каськів повідомив у Братиславі 24-го Лютого під час зустрічі 
президента США Джорджа Буша з представниками організацій, які 
виступають за демократію. 

Як ідеться у прес-релізі "Пори", намір діяти в Білорусії викликав 
"позитивну реакцію" в Буша. 

Буш також підтримав виголошену їдею "Пори", що "свобода не може 
зупинитися на кордонах України" і додав, що вже першим об'єктом 
такої міжнародної ініціативи може стати підтримка демократичних 
виборів в Молдові. 

Каськів також виступив з ініціативою створити організацію 
"Міжнародний інститут демократії" з центральним офісом у Києві. 

Після зустрічі з лідерами світового демократичного руху Буш Buc— 
тупив на центральній площі Братислави щодо перспектив розвитку 
демократії в світі. Під час промови Буш сім разів відзначав видатні 
здобутки українців та перспективи України. 

Водночас, як повідомляє Інститут масової інформації, від України 

в цій зустрічі з Бушем мали взяти участь дві людини - крім Каськіва 
також сурдоперекладач YT-1 Наталя Дмитрук, яка розповіла мовою 
сурдоперекладу правду про фальсифікацію виборів. 
Як відомо, Наталія Дмитрук 25 листопада у ранковому випуску новин 
проігнорувала текст основної ведучої Тетяни Кравченко про перемогу 
Януковича. Замість нього Дмитрук повідомила своїм глядачам наступ-- 
не: "Результати ЦВК є сфальсифікованими. Не вірте. Наш Президент 
- Ющенко. Мені дуже прикро, що до цього доводилося переводити 
неправду. Більше я цього не буду робити. Не знаю, чи побачимось". 


безпосадкові рейси літаками Boeing 767 
ТОРОНТО - КИЇВ, КИЇВ - ТОРОНТО 


А також через Київ: Львів, Івано-Франківськ, Одеса, 
Дніпропетровськ, 
Ужгород, 
Санкт-Петербург, Мінськ, Кишинів, Рига, Баку, Ташкент, 
Алма-Ата, Ашхабад, Тбілісі, Делі, Тель-Авів, Пекін, 
Дубаї, Афіни, Софія, Белград, Бангкок, Каїр, Стамбул 


Сімферополь, Донецьк, 
Запоріжжя, Луганськ, Чернівці, 


Вікторія Сюмар, Голос Америки 

Економічну міні-революцію обіцяє Україні пре- 
м'єр-міністр Юлія Тимошенко. Йдеться про ради- 
кальне зменшення мита на товари широкого вжитку, 
що ввозяться із-за кордону. Це один із наслідків 
наради прем'єра з українськими імпортерами. 

Міні-революція від Тимошенко: ставки мита на де- 
які товари, що ввозяться в Україну із-за кордону, 
уряд зменшить у 100 разів. Суттєве скорочення ввіз- 
ного податку очікується на всі види товарів широко- 
го вжитку. Минулого тижня на нараді урядовців з 
імпортерами українські бізнесмени скаржилися, що 
платити мито — це для них непосильне завдання, адже 
часом його розмір сягає половини вартості товару. 
Відтак підприємцям вигідніше платити хабарі мит- 
никам. В результаті бюджет недоотримує кошти. 
Тимошенко всі ці скарги уважно слухала і нотувала. 
Тепер прем'єр-міністр обіцяє, ставки не будуть 
перевищувати 12-ти відсотків від вартості товарів, 
а в деяких групах вони знизяться до двох відсотків. 
Від цього виграють не лише імпортери, але й всі 
українці, бо ціни на ринках та в магазинах можуть 
суттєво знизитися - переконана Тимошенко. 


«Це призведе до суттєвого зменшення цін на това- 
ри народного споживання на території України. 
Тобто це рішення буде позитвним не тільки для ім- 
портерів товарів в Україну, але й для всіх без вик- 
лючення споживачів». 

За оцінками експертів, головною рушійною силою 
помаранчевої революції були предсавтники дрібного 
та середнього бізнесу. Однак, після перемоги пома- 
ранчевих, корупцію на кордонах вирішили подолати, 
а підприємці опинилися в ситуації, коли вони не 
могли сплатити податки, які для них виявилися 
непосильними. Зараз бізнес сподівається, що нова 
влада забезпечить чітки правила гри. 

Тимошенко каже, що розуміє проблему, адже на 
кордонах зібралося чимало нерозмитнених партій 
товарів. Вже у 2-го березня уряд терміново ініці- 
ює розгляд питання про нові ставки митних зборів. 
Таким кроком прем'єр ще й виконує стратегічне 3aB— 
дання президента. Нові ставки відповідатимуть тари-- 
фам Світової організації торгівлі - каже Тимошенко. 

До того ж такий крок суттєво зменшить корупцію 
на митниці та щонайменше вдвічі збільшить надход- 
ження до бюджету - обіцяють урядовці. 


В Івано-Франківську захоплено 


приміщення " Прикарпаттяобленерго" 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 
Близько 30-ти озброєних осіб 
зайняли приміщення "Прикарпат-- 
тяобленерго?, 18 лютого. Згідно 
з рішенням, оголошеним судови-- 


конавцем, компанію очолив новий 
керівник. Такі дії проводились 
згідно з рішенням Дарницького 
районного суду міста Києва. В 
ухвалі суду наголошується, що 


"Прикарпаттяобленерго" пору- 
шувало права акціонерів. 

Заступник голови правління 
"Прикарпаттяобленерго" Василь 
Костюк так описав події, що 
відбулися: "Вони нашого охорон-- 
ця, який стояв озброєний, зала- 
мали, здається, обеззброїли. На 
моє питання дали відповідь, що з 
вами будуть говорити пізніше. Я 
вважаю, що це неправильно. Як 
мені потім розповіли очевидці, 
воєнізована охорона, вламавшись 
на територію через паркан, захо- 
пила центральний прохідний 
пункт і охорону в адмінкорпусі". 

Його слова підтвердив керівник 
юридичного відділу "Прикарпат- 
тяобленерго? Андрій Луцась: 
«Спершу зайшли озброєні люди. 
Потім люди в цивільному, які не 
представлялися. І лише після того 
з'явилися державні службові BU— 
конавці, які виконували ухвалу 
Дарницького районного суду міс-- 
та Києва". 

Виконуючим обов'язків голови 
правління відтепер є Дзівідзін- 
ський Ярослав Романович, який у 


Харків, 
Москва, 


мітингу, повідомляє "Газета Ви". 


минулому вже очолював обласну 
енергетичну компанію. Примі- 
щення "Прикарпаттяобленерго?" 
зараз повністю контрольоване 
озброєними чоловіками. Рішення 
суду датоване 15-им лютим 2005 
року. Згідно з клопотанням Нико-- 
ненка Ігоря Вікторовича Ta пред- 
ставника фірми "Палладіум Лімі-- 
Tey’ Тертичного Тараса Олександ - 
ровича. Ухвала суду була вине- 
сена на основі порушень прав ак- 
ціонерів. 

Ярослав Дзівідзінський 3ayBa— 
жив, що про виконання рішення 
суду повідомлена державна влада 
обласного та всеукраїнського 
рівнів. Однак відмовився поспіл-- 
куватися із журналістами. При- 
міщення "Прикарпаттяобленерго" 
зараз повністю контрольоване 
новим керівництвом. 

Усім працівникам енергетичної 
компанії заборонено виконувати 
розпорядження попереднього 
керівника Олександра Бубена. 
Згідно з достовірною інформа- 
цією з юридичного відділу об- 
ласної держадміністрації всі 
документи, надані новим керів- 
ництвом "Прикарпаттяобленер-- 
го", є легітимними і відповідають 
юридичним нормам. 


У Москві заборонили намети 
й помаранчевий колір 


(Українська правда)- Жителям Благовєщенська, які мають намір 
організувати страйк у центрі Москви, чиновники заборонили ставити 
намети й використовувати помаранчевий колір. 

Одержавши заяву пікетників, префектура викликала їх 18-го 
лютого на спеціальну нараду, щоб обговорити деталі майбутнього 


За кілька годин переговорів чиновники висунули свої власні вимоги, 
заявивши, що пікет буде дозволений тільки на певних умовах. 
Були заборонені намети, які хотіли встановити пікетники. Чинов-- 


АерРобвіт Р AeroSvit 


ники висловилися категорично проти зведення "яких-небудь споруд-- 
жень", помітивши, що було б непогано, якщо пікетники спокійно 
посиділи на лавочках у спальних мішках. 

Також представники префектури наполегливо попросили не BAKO— 
ристати помаранчеві кольори, заявивши: "У вас же не політична акція". 

Крім того, час проведення акції було скорочено до двох годин на 
добу. Що стосується плакатів, їх, повідомили чиновники, може бути 
не більше шести, причому тексти гасел мають бути заздалегідь зат- 
верджені в префектурі. 

Своїми основними вимогами організатори протесту назвали 
"проведення Ген-прокуратурою розслідування фактів порушення прав 
громадян у ході подій 10-14 грудня 2004 року", відставку міністра 
внутрішніх справ Башкирії, що віддав наказ про направлення у 
Благовєщенськ сил ОМОНУ, його заступника, що безпосередньо 
керував діями міліціонерів, а також в.о. прокурора Башкирії. 
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Police officers arrested in Gongadze case 


By Roman Kupchinsky and Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s prosecutor-general says two senior 
police officers were arrested in connection with the 2000 
murder of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 

Prosecutor-General Svyatoslav Piskun said the two offic- 
ers are police colonels. 

Meanwhile, quoting a “reliable source,” Interfax reported 
on March 1 that the Security Service of Ukraine detained three 
people in the Gongadze case, two colonels and one general. 

March 1, Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko an- 
nounced that authorities have solved the Gongadze murder 
case, and accused former President Leonid Kuchma’s gov- 
ernment of lacking the “political will” to solve the murder 
and covering up the case. 

“Yesterday, when we were discussing how to conduct the 
operation, I was made familiar with some circumstances of 
the last moments of the life of Giya [Heorhiy] Gongadze,” 
the “Ukrayinska pravda” website quoted Yushchenko as say- 
ing. “It was a horrendous death, which has been corroborated 
by testimonies of the murderers.” 

“The killers of Heorhiy Gongadze have been found and 
arrested,” Yushchenko said, quickly adding that the “former 
regime acted as the umbrella, protecting the killers.” Interfax 
reported that Yushchenko pointed to former Prosecutor-Gen- 
eral Gennadiy Vasilyev as a man “whose mission was not to 
solve this case.” 

Former presidential bodyguard Mykola Melnychenko told 
Channel 5 on March 1 that he does not believe that the 
Gongadze murder has been solved. 

Melnychenko added that he does not trust Prosecutor-Gen- 
eral Piskun. 

“Piskun is tripping Yushchenko up,” Melnychenko said. 
Melnychenko reportedly made hundreds of hours of secret 
recordings in the office of Kuchma. 

Some of these recordings suggest that Kuchma and other 
former top officials, including former Interior Minister Yuriy 
Kravchenko, might have had a role in Gongadze’s murder. 

“Without taking the Melnychenko tapes as evidence [in the 
Gongadze case], it is improbable to pin down the person who 
ordered the assassination, and Ukrainian society will hardly 
be satisfied if the investigators limit themselves to the execu- 
tors [of the crime] and avoid touching those who ordered it,” 
Ukrainian political scientist Dmytro Vydryn commented to 
the “Ukrayinska pravda” website. 

For four and one-half years, Ukrainian law enforcement 
agencies were unable, unwilling, or forbidden to find the per- 
sons responsible for the murder of Gongadze, an Internet jour- 
nalist whose website “Ukrayinska Pravda” had been expos- 
ing corruption at the highest levels of the Ukrainian govern- 
ment. 

Gongadze disappeared on the night of Sept. 16, 2000 and 
was never seen alive again. In November that year, a badly 
decomposed, headless corpse was found buried in a narrow 
trench in a village outside Kyiv. Belated DNA tests proved 
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the corpse to be Gongadze’s. 

Later that month, the head of the Socialist Party, Oleksander 
Moroz, told a session of parliament that he was in possession 
of recordings made in the offices of Kuchma by Melnychenko. 
The recordings, Moroz said, strongly indicated that Kuchma 
was involved in planning Gongadze’s abduction. In parlia- 
ment, Moroz played the tapes, which appeared to be record- 
ings of Kuchma talking to a person identified as Kravchenko 
and telling Kravchenko, among other things, to have 
“Gongadze removed and thrown to the Chechen’s.” 

A voice believed to be Kravchenko’s is heard telling 
Kuchma that his “Eagles” are ready to do anything to 
Gongadze that Kuchma orders them to. 

The “Melnychenko tapes,” as they came to be called, 
sparked the gravest political crisis of Kuchma’s presidency. 
Hours upon hours of conversations appeared to reveal wrong- 
doings at the very top of the government. These revelations 
led to the “Ukraine without Kuchma” movement and eventu- 
ally to the “Orange Revolution” of 2004. 

From the very beginning of the “Kuchmagate” scandal, as 
the Ukrainian press dubbed it, Kuchma denied ever having 
spoken to Kravchenko and others about Gongadze and 
claimed that he did not know the journalist. He promptly is- 
sued a statement that he had placed the Gongadze investiga- 
tion under his personal supervision and would see to it that 
the guilty were found and punished. 

However, by 2003 Melnychenko had been granted refugee 
status in the United States, where he hired a private audio 
verification laboratory, Bek Tek, to analyze the segments of 
the recordings dealing with Gongadze. Bek Tek concluded 
that the recordings were authentic and had not been tampered 
with and that the voices were those of Kuchma and 
Kravchenko. The owner of Bek Tek, Bruce Koening, had been 
an FBI audio verification expert for many years and his com- 
pany had done similar verifications for the U.S. Supreme 
Court and numerous other organizations. 

In response to Bek Tek’s findings, the Ukrainian Prosecu- 
tor-General’s Office conducted its own authentication of a 


Iraq troop withdrawal to begin 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine plans to start withdrawing its 
troops from Iraq in two weeks and will complete the with- 
drawal by Oct. 15, President Viktor Yushchenko said March 
1. The timeframe, which may still change after talks with 
Ukraine’s allies, such as Poland and the U.S., was approved 
by the National Security and Defense Council. Ukraine cur- 
rently has 1,600 troops stationed in Iraq, but plans to airlift 
the first 150 troops out as soon as this month, and another 
700 troops later this year. The move to start withdrawing the 
troops comes as implementation of pre-election promises by 
Yushchenko, who had pledged to take the troops home after 
consolations with the allies. Some 17 Ukrainian troops died 
or were killed in action during their stationing in Iraq. 


copy of the same conversation and declared that it was a fake, 
a montage of voices, and could not be placed in evidence. 

In autumn 2003, Piskun replaced Mykhaylo Potebenko as 
prosecutor-general and promptly vowed to solve the Gongadze 
murder case in six months. Piskun, despite suspicions by the 
Gongadze family that he was covering up the investigation, 
did manage to make considerable headway in the case and 
interrogated a number of Interior Ministry (MVD) officers 
who described how higher level MVD officials had ordered 
that Gongadze be followed and then destroyed the evidence 
of this surveillance. These officers told investigators from 
the Prosecutor-General’s Office that the orders to follow 
Gongadze had come “from the very top” of the MVD and 
that high-level officers supervised the operation. 

These revelations led Piskun to arrest MVD General Oleksiy 
Pukach on suspicion of having ordered Gongadze followed 
and after the murder, of ordering the destruction of evidence 
about this surveillance. 

Shortly after Pukach’s arrest, Kuchma fired Piskun. Unex- 
plained allegations were made by the SBU and the President’s 
Council on Combating Corruption that Piskun had “embezzled 
funds”. After a few months, Kuchma appointed Piskun deputy 
head of the National Defense and Security Council. He was 
never prosecuted for his alleged “embezzling.” 

Kuchma then appointed Gennadiy Vasilyev as prosecutor- 
general. Vasilyev, a political supporter of Kuchma, promptly 
had Pukach released from prison after making him sign a state- 
ment that he would not leave the country. 

As prosecutor-general, Vasilyev did not seem to make any 
headway in investigating the case. This lack of activity led 
many in Ukraine to suspect that he was deliberately covering 
up the case and protecting those who might have been impli- 
cated. 

When information was leaked to the British newspaper “The 
Independent” in June 2004 about how the MVD destroyed 
documents in the case, Vasilyev ordered an investigation into 
the leak and brought in the British journalist for questioning. 

Vasilyev was fired by Kuchma as part of an agreement 
with the parliament to hold a rerun of the second round of 
elections in December 2004. The opposition had been 
demanding his removal for some time and Kuchma was 
forced to concede on this matter and reappointed Piskun to 
his old post. 

After Yushchenko was inaugurated in January, Piskun was 
allowed to remain as prosecutor-general. But the new presi- 
dent reportedly asked the SBU and the MVD, now headed by 
his supporters, to probe the Gongadze case properly and find 
those responsible. 

By this time, Pukach had disappeared and was placed ona 
wanted list while former MVD head Kravchenko was rumored 
to have fled the country, although no arrest warrant was ap- 
parently issued for him. Kuchma left Ukraine in the second 
part of February for Karlovy Vary in the Czech Republic for 
a vacation. 


Every Canadian loves 
a challenge, right? 


On average, each Canadian produces five tonnes of 
greenhouse gases a year. Driving, heating and cooling our homes, 
using appliances...almost anything we do that uses fossil fuels for 
energy also creates greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. And these 


emissions are causing our climate to change. 


Take the One-Tonne Challenge — reduce your energy use and 
your GHG emissions by 20%, or one tonne. You'll save money, 


and help to protect our climate and our air quality. 


Get your Guide to the One-Tonne Challenge. 


Visit climatechange.ge.ca or call 
1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232), TTY 1 800 465-7735. 


Take action on climate change 
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Українські Вісті ye незалежна газета, яка сама утримується із передплат, 
оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо підтримувати нашу 


газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 
Redress welcomed, 


now for D & D 


Twelve years after former Prime Minister Jean Chretien (and opposi- 
tion leader at that time) promised redress for the World War I internment 
of Ukrainian Canadians, his successor, Paul Martin has done just that. 

In the 2005 budget, announced Feb. 24, the government has set aside 
$25 million over the next three years for commemorative and educational 
initiatives designed to highlight the contributions ethnocultural groups who 
have suffered from racist actions in the past, have made to Canada. This 
includes the World War I internment of Ukrainian Canadians as well as 
actions suffered by other ethnocultural minorities. Precisely how that 
money will be allocated and to what projects remains a matter for negotia- 
tion between the government and the various groups involved. As UCC 
Second Vice President Andrew Hladyshevsky rightfully points out, there 
is much to be done in that area and the negotiation process may be a diffi- 
cult one. 

Nevertheless, the door has been opened and this is welcome news for 
the Ukrainian Community. 

However, we are still scratching our heads over what happened the pre- 
vious day when the government shut down debate on Inky Mark’s bills 
which dealt with the internment of Ukrainian Canadians and the Chinese 
head tax. According to Liberal MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj the problem was 
with the wording and Wrzesnewskyj is prepared to work with Mark and 
the Justice Department to improve it. If so, that’s good and the bills should 
be reintroduced. 

But, while we welcome the government’s initiative in correcting previ- 
ous injustices against Ukrainian Canadians, we must point out, as did UCC 
First Vice President Paul Grod, that a current injustice is still in place. We 
refer, of course to the Denaturalization and Deportation policy under which 
innocent Ukrainian Canadians can have their citizenship revoked. Just 
last December, Wasyl Odynsky, Vladimir Katriuk and Helmut Oberlander 
(an ethnic German from Ukraine) received notices that the Minister of 
Citizenship once again is asking for the revocation of their citizenship. 
Meanwhile the War Crimes Unit continues its actions against Jura 
Skomatchuk and Joseph Furman. In none of these cases have the indi- 
viduals even been charged with any individual crimes — let alone any 
evidence provided that they committed any. And this is going on despite 
the fact that the federal court of appeals in a unanimous ruling told the 
government it has to stick by its own guidelines and provide evidence of 
individual crimes. 

First of all, all these cases have to be dropped once and for all. Second, 
the Citizenship Act must be amended in order to prevent such abuses of 
civil liberties in the future. Third, these individuals and their families have 
to be compensated for having been put through this unjust process. 

We would also like to point out that while the War Crimes Unit, which 
has been allocated another $15.6 million for this year’s operations in the 
budget, has been chasing after innocent Ukrainian octogenarians, it has 
been ignoring the presence of real war criminals in Canada. There is the 
case of the woman who boasted to the Montreal Star about her work in 
Stalin’s Smersh. There are the two men whose case has been raised by 
Edmonton Strathcona MP Rahim Jaffer. Here witnesses are prepared to 
come forward and testify that these men tortured and murdered people 
while serving in the security forces of the Soviet-backed regime in Af- 
ghanistan in the 1980s. There is the case of the Toronto man, which was 
highlighted recently on CBC National. In this case a woman is prepared 

to testify that he killed her entire family in 1990s Bosnia and Serbia is 
demanding his extradition to face criminal charges. Yet War Crimes offi- 
cials offer lame excuses about there being no evidence. 
This War Crimes Unit doesn’t need another $15.6 million. It needs a 
total overhaul. 


Ukrainian News/YkpailebKi вісті, March 2 - 15, 2005, 2 - 15 березня, 2005 


The quality of changes in Ukraine 


By Myroslaw Kohut, 
Vice President, Romyr & Associates, Kyiv 

The Presidential election and its aftermath have been 
reviewed by many analysts. Many would likely agree 
with the following points in answer to the question 
posed to me “are the changes in Ukraine real.” 

The views arise from our work in Kyiv and all of 
Ukraine, where Andrew Witer, President of Romyr & 
Associates, has been in business for 11 years, with 
Romyr & Associates being the oldest western public 
relations firm in Ukraine, and where I consulted for 
the World Bank and others for the same period in health 
sector reform before joining Romyr some years ago. 
The views are not necessarily unique and some may 
have been voiced elsewhere. 

Indeed the change is real. There are at least two strong 
reasons for this view. 

First, we have seen the fundamental consolidation 
of national identity, spirit and democratic values of 
Ukrainians before our eyes. The millions that went to 
the streets in an orderly way to protest the massive elec- 
tion fraud did so because they were angry that their 
vote was stolen, and had enough of a government whose 
officials cared more for their own power and pockets 
than for the people. They were also angry that the elec- 
tion fraud was linked to overt and sustained manipula- 
tion of the election process by two senior, Russian po- 
litical campaign managers associated with the Krem- 
lin, and by the interventions of Vladimir Putin, who all 
assumed that Ukrainians and the values they hold are 
the same as those of Russians. The planned injection 
of divisiveness and artificial segmentation of country 
by geography, language and religion by the Russian 
political advisers was perceived as an insult to most 
Ukrainians, even those in the east and south, and de- 
finitively an insult to the people of central Ukraine, the 
capital city of Kyiv, and the west. Further, the convinc- 
ing win by Viktor Yushchenko in all these regions, and 
an increase in his vote in the east and south confirmed 
that the division of Ukraine by the Russian political 
technologists was false. 

But the consolidation is not based on anger alone. It 
is also an outcome of the demonstrations in Kyiv, in 
which millions participated, coming to Kyiv to do so 
from all regions of the country. The demonstrations 
amazed Ukrainians themselves as well as the rest of 
the world. The civility of the protesters to each other 
and the graciousness of Kyivites in spontaneously help- 
ing those from out of town by giving them food, shel- 
ter, supplies, galvanised the nation. The crime rate in 
Kyiv dropped dramatically for the period of the month. 
The main emergency care hospital, which sees several 
cases per day of critical drug overdoses daily, saw none 
for weeks. Up to the time of the demonstrations, many 
visitors to Kyiv felt that the Capital City and its resi- 
dents held themselves to be superior to the rest of the 
country and were even somewhat arrogant. The visit- 
ing demonstrators were amazed by the warm, support- 
ive and committed reception they got from the Capital’s 
residents, mayor and police. Kyiv truly became the heart 
of Ukraine, an important factor of consolidation. 

Second, the consolidation is solid and not about to 
be reversed. The decision of the Supreme Court con- 
firmed that rule of law is a fundamental value of this 
society. The confirmation of loyalty to the people by 
the Mayor of Kyiv and other mayors, the police, SBU 
and armed forces at critical moments of the demon- 
strations was significant. This removed fear and af- 
firmed the people’s ability to express their fundamen- 
tal rights. These events signalled that there is a good 
chance that the major, outstanding criminal investiga- 
tions like the murder of Heorhiy Gongadze and the 
poisoning of Yushchenko will be pursued and solved, 
and that those responsible for election fraud and large 
scale corruption will be brought to justice. 

But the most compelling reason why the fundamen- 
tal consolidation is solid is the political will and values 
demonstrated by the President during the campaign, 
and his follow through in the appointments made to 
his new government. The President has captured the 
high moral ground. He is, and is seen to be, a genu- 
inely moral man. He has selected a team of bright, ca- 
pable and determined people who share his views. The 
unprecedented vote in parliament of 373 supporting the 
appointment of Yulia Tymoshenko as Prime Minister 
(2 more later said they also supported her but their vot- 
ing consoles did not work, none were against, the com- 
munists abstained) demonstrates that even the opposi- 
tion understands that fundamental change is underway. 
The appointment of civilians who were leaders in the 
demonstrations and had been hounded previously by 
the authorities to the Internal Security and the SBU, 
and the wholesale change of oblast governors only con- 


firms this understanding, 

Since 1991 the political and governmental leader- 
ship of Ukraine has demonstrated no systematic vision 
of national identity, interest, or internal or external 
policy or their follow up. Now it is clear to all that 
there is a President and a government committed to 
doing what they said they will do, a collective political 
will that gives them the ability to proceed in the face of 
the obstacles that will arise, and the energy and incen- 
tive from the significant credit of good will and faith 
given to them by the public. 

To those who wonder about the impact of the 10-12 
million who truly voted for Viktor Yanukovych, apart 
from the rush by “opposition” members to get on side 
with the President and new government, the resigna- 
tions and dismissals of “opposition” and “secession- 
ist” governors, and the opaque political future for 
Yanukovych who now holds no position at all, it is use- 
ful to keep in mind that with the new President and 
government, the majority of the country, as represented 
by Central Ukraine, Kyiv, and the west are seeing their 
political dreams realised. In the east and south where 
political opposition is seriously fraying, to the extent 
that these regions are a potential source of inertial forces 
that could act to block progress and turn the clock back, 
it is worth noting that the populations of these regions 
still live in the psychological shadow of former Soviet 
and even Tsarist Russian Empire policies. Compared 
to other parts of Ukraine, many are more predisposed 
to look to strong leaders for answers and hence are more 
predisposed to follow. Now, Ukraine has a leader and 
a government with a clear vision of where to go. While 
Yushchenko and his new government must work hard 
to win the confidence, if not the hearts, of people in the 
east and south, it may not take long for them to accept 
the leadership offered. 

The ability to accept the new leadership will be 
helped by the economic benefits that can be expected 
to accrue to the east from the early international initia- 
tives undertaken by Yushchenko and his Deputy Prime 
Minster Oleh Rybachuk. The east is one of the most 
difficult economic regions to deal with. It is a net ben- 
eficiary of the state budget because of its uneconomic 
coal mines, problematic steel mills, and poverty, a re- 
gion that the Soviets had actually written off. The in-- 
ternational signals point to the likelihood of Ukraine 
gaining status as a market economy with the EU and 
the US dropping sanctions associated with the Jack- 
son-Vanik amendment to Trade Act of 1974. This would 
open the door to major markets for Ukrainian metal 
which is produced in the east. There is every reason to 
believe that people in the east will begin to identify 
with Yushchenko, who is from Sumy, and Tymoshenko, 
who is from Dnipropetrovsk as people from the east. 
That together with the “national” scope of the govern- 
ment members will play a positive role in securing the 
consolidation. 

With the former authorities’ stronghold parties, the 
Social Democrats (united) and the Party of Regions 
demonstrating a two vector policy of running to 
Yushchenko and away from him at the same time as 
their members try to save their business interests, the 
real, as opposed to declared opposition is restricted to 
a decreasing number of communists, the extreme left 
wing Natalia Vitrenko with her “progressive” social- 
ists and Korchynsky with his right wing Bratstvo, all 
supported by Putin’s “politologists” and their empire 
minded friends. 

The “opposition” counts on Yushchenko’s coalition 
to fall apart because of the differing ideological views 
its members hold, and political infighting and position- 
ing for parliamentary election next year. These oppo- 
nents are characterised by the very same faults they 
attribute to Yushchenko’s forces. 

The new President and government will definitely 
face major challenges in the restructuring of Ukraine 
ahead, but the fractured opposition faces a formidable 
political force that won the election and has earned the 
support of a new Ukraine. 

Yushchenko and his government wilfully and coher- 
ently say that they will not steal, that they intend to 
join the EU, that they are Eurocentric. They say that 
they wish to keep good relations with Ukraine’s 
neighbour Russia. They say that they will attain mem- 
bership in WTO by the end of the year. And, in the first 
days of office they are initiating steps that demonstrate 
their serious intent. 

With Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and her ca- 
pable cabinet colleagues in Government, including the 
intensely goal oriented Rybachuk as deputy Prime Min- 
ister for European Integration, known for his singular 
loyalty to Yushchenko, the chances for success have 
never been better, 
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Yushchenko poisoning 


By Taras Kuzio 
(Jamestown Foundation)—During a Feb. 


* 15-16 visit to Lviv, Ukrainian President 


Viktor Yushchenko optimistically predicted 
that the investigation into his near fatal poi- 
soning in September 2004 would soon be fi- 
nalized. “There is greater optimism now on 
this issue,” he said. “I don’t think it’s a com- 
plicated case,” Yushchenko told journalists 
two weeks earlier. “The circumstances are 
very specific, very obvious. The prosecutor- 
general said Feb. 17 that they are narrowing 
the scope of the investigation”’. 

While in Lviv Yushchenko revealed that 
the tapes secretly recorded by the Security 
Service in one of former prime minister 
Viktor Yanukovych’s election headquarters 
contained incriminating evidence. One tape 
contains a conversation between a Russian 
Security Service (FSB) officer in Moscow 
and an informant in Kyiv. Russian “political 
technologist” Gleb Pavlovsky, who worked 
for Yanukovych’s “dirty tricks” squad, fea- 
tures prominently in the conversation. This 
particular tape was passed to the Channel 5 
investigative program “Zakryta Zona” 
(Closed Zone), which aired it on Dec. 23. A 
transcript also has been posted on the Maidan 
website. 

The Kyiv FSB agent tells his Moscow FSB 
controller that Pavlovsky is “the author of the 
idea. The author of the idea and its organizer”. 
The Moscow FSB controller then asks sur- 
prisingly, “What? This bright spark°*thought 
up such an idea?” The Kyiv FSB agent re- 
plied, “Yes, absolutely.” Next, the FSB con- 
troller asks if there are individuals who can 
confirm Pavlovsky’s involvement. The Kyiv 
FSB agent responds, “Yes, there are those 
who can confirm this. Not in the media but 
through evidence in the Prosecutor-General’s 
office”. 

Pavlovsky immediately denounced this 
new development. Channel 5, he argued, is a 
“miniscule untruthful television channel that 
operates in the regime of propaganda and 
counter-propaganda”. He claimed that the au- 
diotape had been manufactured to inflame 
anti-Russian opinion and to be used as a bar- 
gaining chip with Russia over its accusations 
of corruption against Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko. 

More information about the poisoning has 
slowly been released since Yushchenko’s in- 
auguration on Jan. 23. One month earlier, the 
Viennese international clinic that had treated 
him concluded its tests and announced that 
the poison was dioxin. The internationally 
recognized British science magazine Nature 
had already pointed to dioxin as the likely 
toxin based on the damage done to 
Yushchenko’s face. 

Four other factors are also now known. 

Source. Yushchenko revealed that the SBU 
knows the origins of the dioxin, which is pro- 
duced in only four or five military laborato- 
Ties in Russia, the United States, and other 
countries. Russia is known to be able to pro- 
duce the enhanced type of dioxin that affected 
Yushchenko. The founder of the Russian In- 


stitute of Chemical and Biological Physics, 
Yendel Lippmaa, recalls colleagues’ research 
into increasing the potency of dioxin by a 
thousand times. Their findings were pub- 
lished in April 1999 in the proceedings of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences. 

Although Yushchenko has been diplomatic 
and not directly pointed a finger at Russia, 
he clearly was not referring to the United 
States or other nuclear powers with chemi- 
cal and biological weapons programs. The 
fact that Pavlovsky is now suspected of mas- 
terminding the poisoning does point to Rus- 
sia and its executive, as Pavlovsky is close 
to President Vladimir Putin. 

Transit. The SBU had already advised 
Yushchenko and the Prosecutor-General’s 
office on how the dioxin had arrived in 
Ukraine. The authorities are holding an “of- 
ficial” who allegedly brought the dioxin to 
Ukraine from Russia. The Ukrainian authori- 
ties are also holding two Russian nationals 
who were arrested with plastic explosives in 
November when attempting to bomb 
Yushchenko’s headquarters. 

Administration. Prosecutor-General 
Svyatoslav Piskun has not ruled out that the 
dioxin may have been mixed with 
Yushchenko’s food during the dinner he had 
on Sept. 5 with the chairman and deputy 
chairman of the SBU. Yushchenko himself 
has long held this view, as he became ill only 
hours after dinner. Yushchenko believes he 
is still alive only because he did not eat ev- 
erything that was served to him and because 
he was sick on the way home. 

Who Did It? When Yushchenko returned 
from his first visit to the Viennese clinic in 
late September 2004, he accused the “authori- 
ties” (vlada) of being behind his poisoning. 
Piskun has now confirmed, “There is no 
doubt, that this was a planned act, in which 
some individuals from the government were 
maybe involved”. The government at that 
time was led by Yanukovych, Yushchenko’s 
main rival for the presidency. 

The authorities also know which parlia- 
mentary deputy masterminded the poisoning. 
Besides Pavlovsky, the audiotape also impli- 
cates Eduard Prutnik, an adviser to 
Yanukovych, and Andriy Kluyev, head of 
Yanukovych’s shadow campaign. 

The MP’s name will not formally be re- 
leased before the Prosecutor-General’s office 
files charges and then officially requests par- 
liament to lift the suspect’s immunity as a 
prelude to his arrest. The prosecutor-general 
has only twice requested parliament to lift 
immunity. In early 1999 parliament lifted 
Pavlo Lazarenko’s immunity, but he fled 
abroad before he could be arrested. The sec- 
ond request, regarding Yulia Tymoshenko, re- 
peatedly failed between 2002 and 2004. 

When the first charges are filed in this case, 
the issue will inevitably affect Russia’s rela- 
tions with Ukraine and with the West. It is 
difficult to see how Russia can present itself 
as an ally in the international campaign 
against terrorism when it itself exports such 
tactics. 


Yushchenko initiates OUN-UPA Red Army vet negotiations 


(Ukrainian News Agency)—President 
Viktor Yushchenko is initiating negotiations 
between fighters of the Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists and the Ukrainian In- 
surgent Army (OUN-UPA) aimed at attain- 
ing reconciliation. The president made the 
comment during the time of his visit to Lviv, 
Feb. 16. 

Yushchenko promised to do everything in 
order that dialogue would take place. The 
president also expressed the hope that not 
only success would be attained by May 9, 
but also the conflict would completely be 
resolved. 

The Ukrainian People’s Party has urged 
President Viktor Yushchenko and Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko to support the rec- 
ognition of the OUN-UPA as war participant. 
UPP’s leadership board is proposing to put 
to the consideration of parliament in a ple- 
nary regime during the period running up to 
the start of the Verkhovna Rada’s work the 


corresponding governmental draft law. 

In the opinion of the UPP, since the 60th 
anniversary of the victory over Fascism 
would be marked in 2005, this year should 
become the year for national reconciliation 
and restoration of historical justice relating 
to all Ukrainians who fought at the fronts 
during the Second World War. 

In July 2003, the Council of Veterans of 
the Great Patriotic War in the Luhansk re- 
gion demanded that then President Leonid 
Kuchma, ex-Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych and Verkhovna Rada Chairman 
Volodymyr Lytvyn condemn the actions of 
fighters of the OUN-UPA as terrorist actions 
and therefore they are not subject to reha- 
bilitation. 

Verkhovna Rada deputies Borys Bespalyi 
and Valerii Alioshyn had earlier called on par- 
liament to recognize fighters of UPA as par- 
ticipants of combat actions against the Ger- 
man Fascist invaders. 


Moscow steps in to check 
investigation nearing climax} Kyiv’s European drive 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov visited Kyiv on Feb. 21 to re- 
mind the new, pro-Western government of 
President Viktor Yushchenko that it has some 
important obligations in the “eastern direc- 
tion” left to it by its predecessor. 

In September 2003, then-President Leonid 
Kuchma signed an accord on the CIS Single 
Economic Space uniting Ukraine, Russia, 
Belarus, and Kazakhstan. 

“Under the present conditions, when the 
European markets are closed for us,... it’s bet- 
ter to have a real bird in the hand than two in 
the bush,” Kuchma commented at that time. 
But the situation has since changed. 

The same day that Lavrov was visiting 
Kyiv, Ukraine and the EU signed a three-year 
Action Plan envisaging EU support for 
Kyiv’s bid to obtain market economy status 
in the coming months, to join the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), and to sign a free-trade 
agreement with the EU. Moreover, President 
Yushchenko was to leave the same day for 
Brussels to take part in a Ukraine-NATO 
Commission session, where he reiterated 
Ukraine’s commitment to closer rapproche- 
ment with NATO. Lavrov’s trip to Kyiv thus 
appeared to be primarily a check of Kyiv’s 
true intentions under the Yushchenko presi- 
dency, who has recently set Ukraine’s priori- 
ties as remaining in an “eternal strategic part- 
nership” with Russia and seeking vigorous 
Euro-Atlantic integration at the same time. 

“Russia is Ukraine’s eternal strategic part- 
ner,” Yushchenko reportedly told Lavrov in 
Kyiv, which might have been expected. But 
subsequently, perhaps having remembered 
how nasty Moscow behaved toward him dur- 
ing the Ukrainian election campaign, 
Yushchenko went on in a less suave mood: 
“But I would not like to comment on all the 
pages of our bilateral relations. If we are 
friends, we should turn these pages.” Addi- 
tionally, Yushchenko told Lavrov what the 
latter was predictably prepared in advance to 
hear: “But it is important that our relations 
with the East do not block our path to Eu- 
rope.” 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Borys 
Tarasyuk appears to have been equally non- 
committal and smooth with Lavrov. “We face 
the need to develop a strategic partnership 
under agreements reached by our presidents,” 
Lavrov told Tarasyuk. To which Tarasyuk 
responded: “If we are talking about a free- 
trade zone [within the CIS Single Economic 
Space], in principle this would not cause any 
problems in terms of our integration with the 
European Union or our membership in the 
World Trade Organization. If we are talking 
about a deeper level of integration [within 
the CIS Single Economic Space], there could 
be problems.” 

It might sound peculiar, but both 
Yushchenko and Tarasyuk might still be less 
than fully aware of the level of integration 
— or problems, for that matter — stipulated 


by the accord on the Single Economic Space. 
The text of that accord has never been made 
public in either Ukraine or any other signa- 
tory country, and Yushchenko’s legal experts 
are now reportedly studying it to advise him 
as to what the document actually commits 
Kyiv to doing. Judging by earlier press re- 
ports, the agreement calls for the formation 
of a free-trade zone and a customs union of 
the four states, as well as a high level of po- 
litical coordination of their economic and fi- 
nancial policies. Kuchma reportedly signed 
the accord with a reservation saying that 
Ukraine would commit itself only to those 
provisions that did not contradict its consti- 
tution. 

The Verkhovna Rada ratified the agreement 
on the creation of the Single Economic Space 
comprising Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, and 
Kazakhstan in April 2004, also reportedly un- 
aware of its verbatim provisions. Opponents 
of the agreement, who at the time included 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine, the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc, and the Socialist Party, ar- 
gued that its full implementation would de- 
prive Ukraine of any prospect of joining the 
European Union. 

Only Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko 
appeared to have unambiguously lifted 
Lavrov’s spirits during the visit. According 
to Lavrov, Tymoshenko “clearly confirmed” 
to him that Ukraine is interested in the fur- 
ther development of the Single Economic 
Space. But Lavrov should know that 
Tymoshenko’s pledges or ideas are not al- 
ways in line with those of Yushchenko. For 
example, last month Tymoshenko suggested 
that Ukraine might seek NATO membership 
jointly with Russia. “My personal view is that 
Ukraine and Russia cannot find themselves 
in qualitatively different, let alone mutually 
hostile, defense [alliances],” Tymoshenko 
wrote in a Russian newspaper in January. Pru- 
dently, Yushchenko has remained silent on 
this idea in Brussels, while promising to de- 
velop strategic partnerships with both the EU 
and Russia. 

Russian press comments on Lavrov’s trip 
to Kyiv can be aptly summarized by a sub- 
head in “Kommersant-Daily” that reads: 
“Sergei Lavrov was given a warm, indiffer- 
ent reception [in Kyiv].” Russian reporters 
underscored the fact that Lavrov’s visit was 
primarily an exercise in diplomatic verbos- 
ity and has brought no practical results in 
bilateral relations. At the same time, most 
Russian press comments admitted that in the 
current situation, Kyiv has no apparent rea- 
son to be especially eager for integration with 
Russia, in particular, or with the Single Eco- 
nomic Space in general. Even if both Kyiv 
and Brussels carefully avoid mentioning any 
prospects or time frames for Ukraine’s EU 
or NATO membership, Russian commenta- 
tors now appear to realize that such integra- 
tion options for Kyiv have become consider- 


‘ably less fantastic than they were just sev- 


eral months ago. 


Ukraine, Georgia seek to challenge Russia 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine and Georgia 
agreed on Feb. 28 to boost cooperation in vari- 
ous energy sector projects that seek to chal- 
lenge Russia’s traditional oil and gas domi- 
nance in the region. 

Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko said the 
countries will step up investments in a project 
that calls for moving Caspian Sea crude oil 
via the Odesa-Brody oil pipeline to markets 
in Eastern Europe. 

“We discussed Odesa-Brody... and we 
agreed to cooperate on this [oil route],” 
Tymoshenko said after talks with her Geor- 
gian counterpart Zurab Nogaideli. 

The talks seek to revive a plan for shipping 
crude extracted in Azerbaijan via Georgia’s 
Black Sea port of Supsa to Pivdenniy oil ter- 
minal near Odesa and via Odesa-Brody to 
Poland and the Czech Republic. 

Although the capacity of Baku-Supsa oil 
pipeline is questioned by some analysts, 
Azerbaijan pledged last year to supply at least 
2 million metric tons annually to back the 


Odesa-Brody operation. 

Ukraine needs to secure supplies of at least 
5 million tons of oil per year to make opera- 
tion of Odesa-Brody profitable, which sug- 
gests that Ukraine will seek other sources of 
crude oil, most likely in Kazakhstan. 

The talks come as a setback for Russia, 
which has been strongly seeking to maintain 
its near monopoly on oil supplies in the re- 
gion. The talks also revive GUUAM, a те- 
gional bloc involving Georgia, Ukraine, 
Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan and Moldova, seen by 
many as a regional counterbalance to Russia. 

“The goal for Ukraine is jointly with our 
partners at GUUAM to present a number of 
projects that would allow Ukraine, Georgia 
and our neighbors to see an alternative in en- 
ergy supplies,” President Viktor Yushchenko 
said after meeting Nogaideli. 

Yushchenko said the projects include crude 
oil and natural gas, and the two governments 
seek to establish single tariffs on commodity 


‘transshipment in their sea ports. 


PHOTO — VIKTOR YUSHCHENKO WEB SITE 
Viktor Yushchenko and George Bush meet in Brussels. 


Bush praises Yushchenko, 
lauds Orange Revolution 


(Ukrainian Journal)—U-.S. President Bush praised his Ukrainian coun- 
terpart, Viktor Yushchenko, after their first meeting on Feb. 22, applaud- 
ing the peaceful revolution that brought him to power and dangling the 
hope of NATO membership if the former Soviet Republic makes demo- 
cratic reforms. 

Yushchenko was the only non-alliance leader invited to the NATO sum- 
mit in Brussels. 

Bush said the alliance leaders meeting with Yushchenko “reminded 
him that NATO is a performance-based organization and that the door is 
open,” according to a report by The Associated Press. 

“But it’s up to President Yushchenko and his government and the people 
of Ukraine to adapt the institutions of a democratic state,’ Bush said at a 
news conference at NATO headquarters. 

Later, a senior administration official played down the apparent offer 
of eventual NATO membership. Little progress was made under 
Yushchenko’s predecessor on a two-year-old action plan developed to- 
ward that end — and that must change first, said the official, who briefed 
reporters on condition of anonymity. 

Bush was seated next to Yushchenko during the summit and met with 
him in a brief one-on-one session beforehand. Bush appeared struck by 
his encounter with a fellow leader “who had just led a revolution — a 
peaceful revolution based upon the same values that we hold dear.” 

Bush pledged additional U.S. assistance to help rid Ukraine of rocket- 
propelled anti-aircraft missiles, called MANPADs, and other weapons 
that could be used by terrorists. The United States already has spent $1.6 
million on that effort and has now drawn financial commitments from 
Britain and Norway, the administration official said. 

Bush also pledged NATO’s help for Ukraine’s development of stron- 
ger democratic institutions. “The country’s got work to do,” Bush said. 
“But we want to help them achieve that work.” 

NATO’s Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, standing next to Bush, 
agreed NATO has “an open door for those European democracies who 
fulfill the obligations.” There is strong support among NATO members to 
help Ukraine in its “challenging endeavor’ to make progress, he said. 


Missiles, launcher lost 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian Defense Ministry has been looking for a Strela- 
3M portable air-defense launcher and two missiles that disappeared from 
a Ukrainian Navy depot in Crimea, Ukrainian media reported on Feb. 24. 
“Tt’s an emergency situation for the Armed Forces,” Interfax quoted De- 
fense Minister Anatoliy Hrytsenko as saying. The Strela-3M launcher can 
be manned by one person. Its missile is reportedly capable of hitting fly- 
ing targets within a range of 4.5 kilometers and at an altitude of up to 30 
kilometers. 
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EU, Ukraine sign action plan 
Talk of union membership avoided 


By Ahto Lobjakas 

(RFE/RL) — Ata stage-managed signing ceremony 
Feb. 21, EU and Ukrainian representatives agreed to 
make the most of the moment — and leave the really 
difficult questions for another day. 

Jean Asselborn, the foreign minister of Luxembourg 
who currently chairs the EU Presidency, said the bloc 
is committed to supporting the “ambitious program of 
political and economic reforms” launched by the ad- 
ministration of President Viktor Yushchenko. 

Asselborn said the reforms will open a “new per- 
spective” in EU-Ukrainian relations. He said the EU 
offers immediate support to Ukraine, but he made it 
clear this will happen within the European Neighbor- 
hood Policy and not a with a membership perspective. 

“The European Union has underscored its commit- 
ment to support Ukraine at this key moment — really 
a key moment — in its history,” Asselborn said. "Ме 
have adopted an EU-Ukrainian Action Plan within the 
framework of the European Neighborhood Policy. The 
putting into practice of this plan must start immedi- 
ately.” 

Asselborn and other EU officials studiously side- 
stepped questions of whether or when Ukraine might 
be able to join the bloc. They repeatedly pointed to the 
need first to see the “action plan” put into practice. 
The plan will run over three years and the EU has pre- 
viously made clear it will not take a stand one way or 
the other until then. 

Yushchenko and other top Ukrainian officials have, 
in recent weeks, said the country hopes to start talks 
with the EU on a closer relationship eventually lead- 
ing to full membership, as soon as 2007. 

Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister Oleh Rybachuk, 
who represented his country at the Action Plan sign- 
ing ceremony in Brussels, was careful not to offend 
his hosts’ sensibilities and refrained from restating the 
time frame. 

He praised the “friendly smiles” he saw and limited 
himself to comments about the reform challenge fac- 
ing the new government. 


“T'll tell you that one message that I’m getting to 
Brussels — now you have a very responsible Ukrai- 
nian government, you have very responsible partners, 
and if we put our signatures on something, there is no 
way we’re not going to deliver it,” Rybachuk said. “So 
I would repeat, again, our commitment to this Action 
Plan.” 

Rybachuk said if Ukraine “proves itself” it could 
receive more concrete offers, without specifying what 
those might be. Rybachuk also said he “does not want 
to spoil” the relationship with the EU by moving too 
fast. 

One EU official said privately after the meeting that 
the bloc was very satisfied with Rybachuk’s low-pro- 
file approach. 

Diplomats say giving Ukraine an EU-membership 
perspective is not a popular idea among the bloc’s 25 
member states. Only Hungary, Poland, and Lithuania 
fought — and failed — to upgrade the key reference 
in the EU foreign ministers’ declaration to Ukraine’s 
membership ambitions. It reads: “The EU acknowl- 
edges Ukraine’s European aspirations and welcomes 
Ukraine’s European choice.” This is a formulation used 
in situations where the EU wants to keep its options 
open. 

The ministers approved a 10-item list of additional 
late concessions to Ukraine, which is attached to the 
Action Plan. The country is promised support in its 
bid to join the World Trade Organization, recognition 
as a market economy — which would help its exports 
— as well as extra funds. 

Diplomats say recent developments in Germany 
caused one late hiccup as the list was finalized. The 
country’s foreign minister, Joschka Fischer, currently 
faces accusations of complicity in long-term visa fraud 
involving thousands of Ukrainian citizens, among oth- 
ers. As a result, Germany forced a change in the part 
of the text that refers to the possibility of easing EU 
visa restrictions vis-a-vis Ukraine. It now mentions 
unspecified “security requirements,” the fulfillment of 
which is an additional condition for obtaining a visa. 


Poroshenko named to security body 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor Yushchenko 
on Feb. 19 appointed close ally Petro Poroshenko sec- 
retary of the National Security and Defense Council, 
the body that advises the president on strategic issues. 

By another decree, Yushchenko expanded the 
council’s powers. In addition to security issues, the 
jurisdiction of the council will now also spread to bat- 
tling corruption and organized crime. 

The newly added authority makes the council a pow- 
erful organ that will play an extremely important role 


in providing the proper checks and balances in the new 
structure of the government. 

Poroshenko’s appointment, although widely ex- 
pected, appears to have been delayed by at least two 
weeks, as Poroshenko apparently pushed to gain more 
powers at the council. 

The 12-strong council will be chaired by the presi- 
dent and will also include figures like the defense min- 
ister, the foreign minister, the internal affairs minister 
and the security service chief. 


Former SBU chief to faces investigation 


(RFE/RL)—Oleksandr Тигспупоу, the new head of 
the Ukrainian Security Service under reform-minded 
President Viktor Yushchenko, said on Feb. 19 that his 
agency has begun an inquiry into possible abuses of 
power by the former deputy head of that service. 

Turchnyvoy said that investigators were examining 
a number of actions of Volodymyr Satsyuk. 

Satsyuk and his former boss, Ihor Smeshko, have 
been accused of complicity in ра oa 5 near-fatal 
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poisoning of Yushchenko, who was a candidate at the 
time opposing the handpicked candidate to succeed 
longtime President Leonid Kuchma. 

Two days earlier, Тигспупоу told journalists on Feb. 
17 that the SBU has opened an investigation into the 
illegal tapping of telephone calls made by opposition 
leaders, including Yushchenko and Tymoshenko, dur- 
ing the presidential election campaign last year, 
Interfax reported. 


/ Ruslana censored in Russia 


(onet.pl, ruslana.com.ua )—The Russian broadcasters have decided to 
put Ruslana’s latest video for Dance with the wolves under censorship. 
In Russia the video will be shown without fragments containing scenes 
from the so-called Ukrainian Orange Revolution. 

The song Dance with the wolves is mainly about freedom which can- 


- Shevchenko Сопсегі 


Sunday, March 13, 2005 


4 й 


В 5 


ol ateanihiokroes 6 Se 


2:30 p.m. 


Ukrainian Youth Unity Hall 
(9615 -153 Ave.) 


Tickets - $8 in advance, $10 at door 
Students: $5 (free for under 13) 
Available at Ukrainian Bookstore 
10215 - 97 Street (422-4255) 
or from UCC Executive members 


not be taken under control in any way. Ruslana, winner of the Eurovision 
Song Contest 2004, informed that according to the wish of Russian dis- 
tributors, some fragments, in which Ruslana appears on the Independent 
Square in Kyiv during the so-called Orange Revolution have been re- 
moved from the video. 

The Russian audience will also not be able to see Ruslana playing on 
metal drums in front of government buildings blocked by opposition, 
nor will they see her putting flowers into shields of policemen protecting 


| the crowd in Kyiv during revolution. The decision has been probably 


taken due to the fact that Russian president Vladimir Putin officially 
supported Victor Yanukovych in the Ukrainian presidential elections. 

Meanwhile Ruslana is touring Europe with her new show, which she 
is able to present during several national finals in which entries for the 
2005 Eurovision Song Contest are being selected. Currently, Ruslana is 
touring in the United Kingdom. 
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Excavations 
continue at Baturyn 


By Volodymyr Мелепізеу, 
University of Toronto CIUS 

Last summer the Canada- 
Ukraine archaeological expedition 
(2001-04) continued its excava- 
tions in Baturyn. This project is 
sponsored by CIUS’s Kowalsky 
Program for the Study of Eastern 
Ukraine, the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society of America, and the Pon- 
tifical Institute of Medieval Stud- 
ies in Toronto. In 2003-04, the Pe- 
ter Jacyk Centre for Ukrainian His- 
torical Research supported research 
on Baturyn with a donation. Dr. 
Zenon Kohut, director of CIUS, is 
the academic adviser of the Baturyn 
project. 

About 70 students and scholars 
from the universities of Chernihiv, 
Nizhyn, Luhansk, and the Kyiv 
Mohyla Academy participated in 
the excavations. Dr. Volodymyr 
Kovalenko (University of 
Chernihiv) is the expedition leader, 
while Dr. Volodymyr Mezentsev 
(University of Toronto) partici- 
pated as the CIUS Research Fellow 
responsible for the Baturyn project. 
Prof. Martin Dimnik (Pontifical In- 
stitute) has overseen the funding 
and helps to publicize the 
expedition’s findings. 

Located in the Chernihiv region, 
Baturyn was the official capital of 
the Cossack Hetman state in Left- 
Bank Ukraine in 1669-1708 and 
1750-64. The town reached its ze- 
nith during the reign of Hetman 
Ivan Mazepa (1687-1708). In 1708, 
after Mazepa rebelled against the 
growing Russian domination of the 
Hetmanate, Tsar Peter I destroyed 
Baturyn completely. Tsarist troops 
massacred its Cossack garrison as 
well as the civilian population of 
about 15,000. The town was rebuilt 
as a capital of the waning Hetman 
state during the rule of the last 
hetman, Kyrylo Rozumovsky 
(1750-64). However, following the 
abolition of the Hetmanate by 
Catherine II in 1764, Baturyn 
gradually declined. 

Only after Ukraine established its 
independence, excavations of 
Baturyn became possible, and be- 
gan in 1995. By 2004, the archae- 
ologists completed excavations of 
the remnants of the hetman’s cen- 
tral palace in the town’s citadel. It 
was commissioned by Hetman 
Demian Mnohohrishny (1669-72) 
and burned during the Russian at- 
tack on Baturyn. Researchers have 
established that this one story brick 
structure was 26 by 20 metres in 
size and had porches (ganok), a 
central corridor and several rooms 
or halls with brick flooring and tiled 
stoves. This palace was likely de- 
signed in the Ukrainian or Cossack 
Baroque style. Its closest extant 


The fragments of the ceramic tiles (kakhli) with relief patterns of the 
Mazepa era discovered in Baturyn. 


analogies are the office of the Cos- 
sack regiment (1690s) in Chernthiv 
and the Mazepa Mansion in Kyiv. 

Nearby, the team have discovered 
the foundation trench and the adja- 
cent graveyard of the wooden Res- 
urrection Church. It was endowed 
by Mazepa in the 1690s and ruined 
in 1708. Close to the church site, the 
old well was excavated in 2003. At 
its bottom, human bones, likely be- 
longing to some casualty of the trag- 
edy of 1708, were revealed. 

The expedition excavated the 
basement walls and foundations of 
the Kochubei House. This sole sur- 
viving architectural monument of 
17th century Baturyn was built by 
Mnohohrishny as a state court house 
with a jail in the basement. General 
Judge Vasyl Kochubei, however, 
turned it into his private residence 
ca. 1700. The researchers have re- 
constructed the original plan of the 
structure and excavated the under- 
ground massive brick buttresses, 
which reinforce each corner of its 
foundations. This method of sup- 
porting the foundations is a new fea- 
ture of the hitherto little studied con- 
struction techniques of Ukrainian 
Baroque masonry edifices. 

On the site of the fortress, the rem- 
nants of five timber dwellings and 
about 20 storehouses which were 
burned down apparently during the 
sack of the Hetman capital were dis- 
covered. One skeleton of a victim 
was found inside of the structure’s 
Tuins. 

Within the fortress’s defences, ar- 
chaeologists unearthed a spacious 
grain-storage substructure with an 
area of over 100 sq. metres. They 
believe that it was the state granary 
supplying the garrison during the 
siege, and was looted after the fall 
of Baturyn. Historical sources also 
mention large stores of provisions 
and arms in the Baturyn fortress that 
were pillaged and burned down by 
the tsarist army in 1708. 

The expedition excavated frag- 
ments of the brick foundations of 
Mazepa’s palace (1700) in the 
Baturyn suburb of Honcharivka. It 
was also plundered by Peter’s 
forces. A 1744 drawing of still- 
standing fagade walls of this palace 
has been preserved at the National 
Museum in Stockholm. An analysis 
of this unique depiction together 
with archaeological data show that 
Mazepa’s magnificent palace was 20 
by 15 metres in dimension, con- 
sisted of three floors with an attic, 
and a basement. It was the earliest 
known palace designed and embel- 
lished in the Western European Ba- 
rogue style in Left-Bank Ukraine. 
The excavations of this structure’s 
remnants will continue. 

The brick footing of one win 
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Excavations of the pits for storing of the grain at the hetman’s fortress. 


the palace erected by Hetman 
Rozumovsky in 1799 has also been 
discovered. This luxurious palatial 
complex was designed by the fa- 
mous Scottish architect Charles 
Cameron in the Classicism style. 
The two wing buildings were de- 
molished in 1914 and 1930s. The 
extant main palatial edifice is cur- 
rently being restored. 

In the last two seasons, archae- 
ologists found ten Polish and Rus- 
sian coins and four neck crosses 
made of silver and copper as well 
as many fragments of glass ware 
and multicoloured glazed ceramic 
tiles (kakhli) of the seventeenth- 
eighteenth centuries decorating the 
heating stoves in the palaces and 
wealthy dwellings. A chemical and 
spectrum analysis of 56 samples of 
the Baturyn tiles was conducted at 
the Institute of Geology of the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences in Kyiv 
and the Faculty of Geology at the 
University of Toronto. The prelimi- 
nary report on the tests completed 
in Canada has been published in 
Ukraine in 2004. 

In 2003-04, at the grounds of the 
fortress and citadel, the expedition 
excavated 32 graves of inhabitants 
of the late 17th or early 18th centu- 
ries (the Mazepa era). Thirteen of 
them — especially those bearing 
signs of a violent death and the un- 
buried human remains — have been 
identified as victims of the slaugh- 
ter of 1708. In total, between 1996 
and 2004, archaeologists unearthed 
59 graves dated to the late 17th- 
early 18th centuries in Baturyn. 


Most of them—31 skeletons, mainly 
of children, women, and elderly 
men—belonged to the victims of the 
Muscovite assault on this town. 
Thus, the Canada-Ukraine expedi- 
tion in Baturyn has yielded valuable 
archaeological materials for exploring 
the urban development of the capital 


of the Cossack Hetman state, par- 
ticularly during its golden age 
under the rule of Ivan Mazepa. 
The excavations have also 
brought to light much new evi- 
dence of the total devastation of 
this distinguished Ukrainian town 
in 1708. 


UCU rector awarded by president 


(RISU)—During a meeting with members of the Lviv Council of Rec- 
tors of Higher Educational Establishments on Feb. 17, Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko awarded Fr. Borys Gudziak, rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University (UCU), the third degree of the order “for service.” 

Numerous students and staff of UCU took part in the events of the 
Orange Revolution on the squares of Kyiv and Lviv in November and 
December 2004. Then UCU’s rector was one of the initiators of the Christ- 
mas Together project, which brought thousands of students from central 
and eastern Ukraine to the far western regions to celebrate Christmas and 


Ukrainian unity in early January 2005. 


Among others receiving awards from Yushchenko were Professor Ivan 
Vakarchuk, rector of Lviv National University, and former Lviv region 


governor Mykola Horyn. 


The presidential decree of Feb. 16 notes that this distinction was given 
for a significant personal contribution in defense of the democracy, unity, 
solidarity and independence of Ukraine, for protecting the ideals of free- 


dom and human rights, and an active civic position. 
Kuchma loses perks 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian cabinet on Feb. 26 revoked Leonid Kuchma’s 
state benefits as a former president, “Interfax” reported. A special, unpub- 
lished cabinet decree passed on Jan. 19 had granted Kuchma the benefits. 
They included a monthly pension of 8,293 hryvnias (US$1,560), body- 
guards, personal assistants, one adviser, lifetime use of a government dacha, 
two cars, four drivers, one cook and two maids and free medical services 
for himself and his wife and free travel within Ukraine. Interfax reported 
that as there is no law on benefits for former presidents, Kuchma would 
receive those given to former President Leonid Kravchuk. Upon leaving 
office in 1994, Kravchuk was given a monthly pension of 4,000 hryvnias 
(US$755), free medical care, six bodyguards, and a car. 
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Фальсифікаторів виборів 


відповідальності 


Петро Каландирець, Радіо Свобода 

Про це повідомив начальник управління 
Генеральної прокуратури України Анатолій 
Колісник. За його словами, 23 лютого була 
проведена оперативна нарада, присвячена 
розгляду справи про фальсифікації виборів 
в Одесі у 2002 році. Нині визначається коло 
осіб які будуть притягнуті до відпо- 
відальності за порушення законодавства 
«Про вибори". 

24 лютого у Києві, біля приміщення Гене- 
ральної прокуратури України організо- 
ваний пікет одеситів. Його організаторами 
стали громадський комітет "Одеса-ТАК У, 
обласна організація партії "Батьківщина" 
та загальновійськовий союз Одеси. 

Серед вимог, які висунули одесити до 
керівництва Генпрокуратури: 

Активізація розслідування фактів 
фальсифікації результатів виборів 
Одеського міського голови Одеси у 2002 
році, які викладені у порушеній Гене- 
ральною прокуратурою України кримі- 
нальній справі 1 проведення позачергових 
виборів мера міста. 

Відсторонення від влади Одеського 
міського голови Руслана Боделана до за- 
вершення службового розслідування його 
діяльності. 

- Розкриття багатьох резонансних 
злочинів (вбивств, викрадень) скоєних в 
Одесі від 1998-2005 років. 

Одесити вимагали і негайної перевірки 
всіх рішень Одеської міської Ради, зокрема, 
які стосуються земельних питань. 

Організувавши пікет біля приміщення 
Генеральної прокуратури України учасники 
акції скандували: "Боделанагеть" та "Боде- 
лану ганьба". Організований у Києві захід 
викликав не лише зацікавлення з боку 
всеукраїнських засобів масової інформації. 
Свою солідарність з мешканцями причор- 
номорського міста висловив 1 заступник 
голови всеукраїнської молодіжної громад- 
ської організації "Студентське братство" 
Андрій Сидоренко. Він наголосив на акту- 
альності, серед іншого, ідеї проведення 
позачергових виборів міського голови в 
Одесі та люстрації тих чиновників прави- 
лом життя яких стали факти фальшування 
волевиявлення виборців. 

"На студентському форумі, який ми 
провели 9 січня 2005 року, серед багатьох 
вимог визначена і така: проведення 
дострокових виборів до місцевих органів 
влади. Для всіх нас не є таємницею, що під 


прикриттям більш публічних політиків, які 
балотуються до Верховної Ради - у місцеві 
Ради потрапляють чиновники з "темним 
минулим" i потім їх важко прокон- 
тролювати, вимагати відповідальності", - 
сказав Андрій Сидоренко. 

Тим часом, одесити вимагали зустрічі з 
Генеральним прокурором Святославом 
Піскуном, або іншими відповідальними 
працівниками, Вони блокували входи і 
виходи до цієї державної установи. 
Щоправда, протистояння тривало не довго. 
Повноважну делегацію з Одеси запросили 
до громадської приймальні для зустрічі, 
зокрема, з начальником управління Анато- 
лієм Колісником. Під час переговорів пан 
Колісник запевнив, що Одеська обласна 
прокуратура нині проводить ретельні дії і 
справа щодо фальшування виборів 2002 
року в Одесі буде доведена до результа- 
тивного завершення. А організатори пікету 
розповіли про нищення санаторіїв, будинків 
відпочинку у приморській зоні Одеси, про 
забудову курортних територій приватними 
будинками для чиновників різного рівня на 
місці колись знаних санаторіїв... 

"Якщо не відреагувати на протиправні дії, 
може статися так що одесити та гості міста, 
у недалекому майбутньому, не матимуть 
змоги пройти до улюблених ними морських 
пляжів. Все куплене. I останнє. Потьом- 
кінські сходи - історична пам'ятка відома 
далеко за межами міста. Цими днями там 
знищили 50) дерев і на їхньому місці мають 
намір побудувати автозаправку... 

Влада знущається над нами. Куди б ми 
не зверталися - нас не чують. 

Вважаємо, що зупинити такі дії можливо 
лише після підсторонення від влади місь- 
кого голови Руслана Боделана 1 його ото- 
чення. Ми все ще покладаємо надії на спра- 
ведливе рішення і покарання винних у 
фальшуванні виборів у 1998 та 2002 ро- 
ках", наголосила відома активістка громад- 
ських організацій Одеси Тетяна Бурік. 

Генерального прокурора України закли- 
кали звернути увагу i на заклики до сепа- 
ратизму, які досі лунають в Одесі. Особливе 
зацікавлення у працівників Генпрокуратури 
викликали окремі публікації з газет "Пра- 
вославний телеграф" та "Народна опози- 
ція", які одесити привезли до Києва. 

24 лютого одесити провели пікет i біля бу- 
динку Міністерства внутрішніх справ Укра- 
їни. Тут вони вимагали розкриття багатьох 
резонансних злочинів скоєних в Одесі. 


У Донецьку знову 

(Українська правда)- - У Донецьку знову 
встановлене наметове містечко. 5 наметів 
були встановлені 23-го лютого вночі на 
площі Леніна в Донецьку. 

Організатором цієї акції виступила rpo— 
мадська молодіжна організація "Союз 
народжених революцією", повідомляє 
Острів. 

Учасники наметового містечка вису-- 
вають дві основних вимоги: федеративний 
устрій України й надання російській мові 
статусу державної. 

На питання кореспондента "Острова", 
яким чином вони планують домагатися 
виконання висунутих вимог, голова орга- 
нізації Андрій Пургін сказав, що не вважає 
за можливе рішення цього питання в 
рамках Конституції. 

"Зверніться в Слов'янську партію. Вам 
розкажуть, що цей шлях закритий нам. 
Мало того, це займе роки три часу. Це 
нереально", - сказав він. 

На думку Пургіна, економічна криза, до 
якої привела країну нова влада, змусить 
мерів міст самостійно припинити відраху-- 
вання в державний бюджет: 

"Це піде своїм шляхом, тому, що коли 
44% зібрали податків у січні, і в лютому 


поставили намети 


буде небагато краще, будь-яка людина яка 
розуміється в економіці зрозуміє, що місяці 
через три будуть дуже серйозні економічні 
проблеми, і тоді вона (федералізація - "Ос- 
трів") стане вже фактичною", - сказав він. 

"Коли мерові якогось міста буде нічим 
виплачувати зарплату, і будуть відключати 
газ, світло й все решту, я думаю, він зва- 
житься не перераховувати гроші в Київ і 
вирішувати свої місцеві питання", - 
відзначив голова організації. 

У цей час міськвиконком повідомив 
учасників акції про те, що організація 
наметового містечка Ha площі Леніна неза- 
конна. 

Андрій Пургін із цим не погоджується, 
заявляючи, що відповідно до Конституції 
вони повідомили виконавчий комітет про 
свою акцію, і тому можуть вільно вислов-- 
лювати свою думку. 

Найближчим завданням "Союзу народ- 
жених революцією" є мобілізація людей, 
відзначає він. 

Однак великої кількості бажаючих під- 
тримати акцію протесту поки не спосте- 
рігається: біля наметів перебуває небагато 
активістів, 3 ними розмовляють журналісти 
і нечисленні перехожі. 
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Насильно переселеним 
мера Одеси притягнуть до | українцям з території Польщі 
уряд має відшкодувати 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У Львові 18 лютого відбулось виїзне засі- 
дання комітету Верховної Ради України з 
питань прав людини, нацменшин та націо- 
нальних відносин. Мова йшла про статус 
депортованих для півмільйона українців, 
які у 1944-1947 роках та 1951 були насиль- 
но виселені зі своїх етнічних земель у Поль- 
щі на територію України. 

9 вересня 1944 року голова раднаркому 
Микита Хрущов та голова польського ко- 
мітету національного визволення Едвард 
Осубок-Моравський підписали угоду про 
евакуацію українського населення з тери- 
торії Польщі та польських громад з тери- 
торії УРСР. 

Хоча в угоді зазначалось про добровільну 
евакуацію, але з самого початку вона 
здійснювалась із грубими порушеннями. 

До 1944 року в українському селі Клим- 
ківці, Краківське воєводство, було 120 дво- 
рів, українська церква, школа. Родина Ши- 
мончиків мала великий будинок, 10 га 
землі, 5 га лісу, пару коней, молотарку, і 
чимало худоби. У 1946 році усіх українців 
примусово виселили. Усе майно залиши- 
лось у Польщі. У домівки українців в Клим- 
ківцях поселили поляків. Їх з України пере- 
селили близько 800тисяч. На відміну від 
польського уряду український уряд не 
компенсував своїм громадянам нічого, як 
це передбачалось угодою. 

Дмитро Шимончик розповів, що спершу 
його сім'я поселилась у прикордонному 


селі з думкою якось повернутись додому. 

"Уявити важко, в які ми потрапили умови 
в Україні. Ми мали гарну хату, багато зе- 
мілі, ліс, сад і раптом потрапили в убозтво, 
страшні злидні. Нам ніхто нічим тоді не 
допоміг. I вже 60 років перед нами так і 
ніхто не вибачився за ті кривди, які були 
нам заподіяні. 

Новий український уряд має вибачитись 
перед депортованими українцями за вчинки 
тоталітарного уряду. Вважає голова комі- 
тету з питань прав людини, нацменшин i 
національних відносин Геннадій Удовенко. 

"Матеріальна компенсація-потрібно 
людям платити. Має бути визначена сума 
компенсації, адже у людей збереглись усі 
документи про їхнє майно, залишене у 
Польщі." 

Комітет уже висував два законопроекти, 
але жоден не підтриманий парламентом. У 
них передбачено моральну та матеріальну 
компенсацію для тих, кого примусово 
переселили з українських земель у Польщі 
або їхнім дітям. 

Мова йде аби в середньому кожній родині 
відшкодувати до 25 тисяч доларів. Хоча 
зрозуміло, що таких коштів уряд не знайде. 
Однак надати статус депортованих насиль- 
но переселеним українцям як у 1944-1947 
так і 1951 роках парламент зобов'язаний, 
каже Геннадій Удовенко, а відтак люди, 
яких держава образила 1 обікрала, мають 
отримувати відповідні пільги. 


В Угорщині побоюються 
повторення паводку, але в Україні 
наразі не бачать небезпеки 


Василь Плоскіна, Радіо Свобода 

Угорська преса, особливо в північно- 
східних районах Угорщини, цими днями 
часто повертається до теми спустошливих 
весняних паводків на Тисі у 1999 та 2001 
роках. Як відомо, ці природні явища були 
викликані частими опадами в українських 
Карпатах, у тому числі через швидке танен- 
ня снігу. Зараз на гірських схилах Карпат 
товщина снігу становить у середньому 60 
см, а в Румунії подекуди - більше одного 
метра. Оперуючи цими даними, фахівці 
водного господарства Угорщини не виклю- 
чають загрози виникнення великої повені 
в нижній течії річки Тиси та на її україн- 
ських і румунських притоках. 

Повені на Тисі 1999 та 2001 року запам'я- 
таються мешканцям деяких гірських 
районів Закарпаття а також населенню 
кількох східних областей Угорщини на- 
довго. Адже тоді через весняний розлив цієї 
річки економіці двох сусідніх держав було 
завдано збитків на сотні мільйонів доларів, 
а наприклад, окремі грошові виплати Hace- 
ленню в Угорщині тривають i досі. Тому 
будь-які розмови на цю тему викликають 
тут украй негативні асоціації. 

Не випадково, перебуваючи 10 лютого з 
офіційним візитом у Києві, угорський 
прем'єр Ференц Дюрчань серед інших пи- 
тань обговорював з українською колегою 
Юлією Тимошенко можливості співпраці 
щодо спорудження на Закарпатті системи 
водосховищ на випадок подібних паводків. 
Справа в тому, що після відставки Віктора 


Ющенка на посту прем'єр-міністра Ук- 
раїни, який свого часу зустрічався в Ужго- 
роді з главою консервативного уряду 
Угорщини Віктором Орбаном одразу після 
одного з таких паводків на Тисі, ідея спо- 
рудження водосховищ не отримала достат- 
нього розвитку в урядових колах України. 
Для Угорщини ця тема поки що не втратила 
своєї актуальності. Наприклад, відомо, що 
угорська сторона готова навіть фінансу- 
вати частину цього проекту. 

Тим часом із Закарпаття продовжують 
надходити невтішні дані метеорологічних 
спостережень. Останніми днями в горах 
впало чимало снігу, його товщина місцями 
перевищує 60 см. Через підвищену воло- 
гість снігу подекуди зберігається небезпека 
сходу сніжних лавин. Зависоким є і рівень 
грунтових вод у низинних районах. Якби 
зараз сталося раптове потепління на 10-15 
градусів, то великого паводку справді не 
уникнути, кажуть українські фахівці. 

Про всяк випадок обласна служба з над- 
звичайних ситуацій готується до гіршого 
сценарію розвитку подій, адже в горах сніг 
потихеньку набрякає водою. Скажімо, один 
квадратний метр снігу в середньому міс- 
тить 120 міліметрів вологи, що викликає 
обгрунтовані побоювання влади. Тим 
більше, що метеорологи як в Україні, так і 
в Угорщині, прогнозують значні опади в 
кінці поточного тижня. Втішним є те, що 
великої відлиги наразі не буде. А заміри на 
гірських річках поки що не вказують на 
загрозу паводку. 


Україна висловила занепокоєння з приводу візового скандалу 


(Deutsche Welle)—Yxpaina висловила 
занепокоєння, що візова афера в Німеччині 
шкодить іміджу країни. 

"Ми рішуче протестуємо проти узагаль- 
нених підозр, що з України до Німеччини 
їдуть насамперед злочинні елементи", - 
сказав український посол у ФРН Сергій 
Фареник берлінській газеті "Тагесшпігель". 

За словами Фареника, українська 
сторона не заперечує, що серед тих, хто 
виїхали з України, бути також котрабан- 
дисти та інші злочинці. Але, на переконання 


українского посла, ця проблема нині за- 
надто роздута. Перешкоджання запровад- 
женню спрощеного візового режиму для 
українців для в'їзду в країни ЄС дуже 
непокоїть українську сторону, наголосив 
посол. Наближення до Європейського 
союзу є важким процесом. Без людських 
контактів, без спрощення пересувань ці 
можливості стають дуже обмеженими, 
зазначив посол України в Німеччині Сергій 
Фареник в інтерв'ю берлінській газеті 
УТагесштпігель". 
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Communications and youth focus of conference 


(UkrNews)—Communications 
and youth were among the key fo- 
cuses of the “Our Ukrainian 
Organizations...What Next”, held 
by the League of Ukrainian Cana- 
dians at the Ukrainian Youth Unity 
Centre in Edmonton, Feb. 19 

Among some of the recommen- 
dations coming out of the work- 
shops were the need to encourage 
youth and new Canadians to join in 
organizational life and the need for 
better communications between the 
various organizations and the pub- 
lic at large, including setting up a 
central information bureau and uti- 
lizing the latest technologies. 

Participants also stressed the need 
for developing contacts with the 
mainstream media. 

“The current positive image of 
Ukraine in the international media 
allows us to more easily establish 
our lapsed contacts with journalists 
and editors of the print media. Such 
contacts are very much needed in 
order to create a realistic picture of 
the Ukrainian community,” said po- 
litical panelist Irene Mycak, Chair 
of the Canada-Ukraine Relations 
Committee of UCC National, add- 
ing that in each Canadian city a 
group of people should be set up to 
maintain contacts with the media. 

Mycak noted that new test lies 
before the Ukrainian community af- 
ter the Orange Revolution. After 
Ukraine’s independence in 1991 the 
community in Canada failed to meet 


the test “because instead of taking 
advantage of the new possibilities 
that the young Ukrainian state pre- 
sented, we accepted this news as a 
release from active participation in 
the Ukrainian community.” 

Guest speaker Halyna Holovka, 
coordinator of the Ukrainian com- 
munity in Montreal, focused on 
what unites us and what separates 
us as Ukrainians. 

Language, for example, can both 
unite and divide us. For Diaspora 
Ukrainian living in various coun- 
tries, Ukrainian is the common lan- 
guage for all of them. But because 
of the different waves of immigra- 
tion, there are also different levels 
of language proficiency. 

“For whatever reason, many so 
called Canadians of Ukrainian de- 
scent no longer speak the language 
of their ancestors. Does this get in 
the way? You bet! It certainly has 
an effect when it comes to commu- 
nicating with new immigrants. 

“Not only does the language is- 
sue play a large part in dividing the 
Ukrainian community, but at times 
we do not understand each other,” 
she said. 

What we have to look at is the 
common goals that we share and 
how to use them in order to broaden 
inclusivity, Holovka said. 

“So what can we do to include 
everyone in our united community? 
Just imagine, how much -stronger 
our community can be, how much 


Halyna Holovka 


more we can accomplish as indi- 
viduals, as a group,” she noted. 

“Can you invite a new immigrant 
into your home, your circle of 
friends, not once but several times 
so that you become good friends. 
Yes, this is hard work, but once you 
have built a friendship and instilled 
a trust between you determined your 
common goals just like those devel- 
oped during the Orange Revolution 
on the Maidan success and triumph 
can only follow.” 

Alberta Education Minister Gene 
Zwozdesky focused on what draws 
people into ethnocultural organiza- 
tions. 

“We want a sense of belonging; a 
sense of purpose; a sense of contrib- 
uting; a sense of shaping its direc- 
tion, and watching it grow and see- 


People in Donetsk are honest 
Ukrainians, observers say 


(UkrNews)—People in Donetsk 
are honest Ukrainians even though 
they speak Russian, say two observ- 
ers who monitored the Dec. 26 re- 
run of the Ukrainian presidential 
election in that city. 

“One has to understand that, de- 
spite the fact they spoke Russian, 
they felt themselves to be Ukraini- 
ans. They just had to adhere to the 
so-called status quo in order to en- 
sure themselves and their families 
materially,” said Dr. Christine 
Fialka-Eshenko at the opening of the 
“Our Ukrainian Organizations... 
What’s Next” conference, held at the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Centre in 
Edmonton, Feb. 18-19. 

Dr. Fialka-Eshenko explained that 
“they base their opinions on what 
information they receive and this in- 
formation is one-sided.” 

Media in that area was strictly 
controlled by the Yanukovych 
forces. Even the World Heavy- 
weight Boxing Championship 
match of Dec. 11 was blacked out, 
because World Champion Vitali 
Klitschko is a Yushchenko sup- 
porter, she added. 

Both Dr. Fialka-Eshenko and her 


husband, John Eshenko, made pre- 
sentations at the reception, which 
was devoted to the “Orange Revo- 
lution” in Ukraine. 

Eshenko, who made a video pre- 
sentation, admitted the observers 
were anxious and afraid, but “I’m 
so glad that I went down and was 
close to ground zero.” 

Lviv University Professor Viktor 
Kreys said the “Orange Revolution” 
occurred because a new generation 
had grown up in Ukraine who are 
not prepared to tolerate authoritar- 
ian rule. 

They say that “we have grown up 
and now it’s our turn to think about 
the future of our children.” 

People rose up everywhere be- 
cause they wanted change, he ex- 
plained. That’s what Viktor 
Yushchenko’s program represented, 
while that of Viktor Yanukovych 
presented a return to the USSR. 

Dr. Krevs noted that he had expe- 
rienced numerous elections in both 
independent Ukraine and the former 
USSR and “never before had the au- 
thorities conducted themselves so 
overtly and so impudently”. 

He said people were afraid 


Dr. Christine Fialka- Eshenko translates for MP Rarer ane with his 
wife, Lorraine. Dr. Fialka-Eshenko’s husband, John Eshenko is in the back- 
ground. 


throughout the beginning of the 
revolution that force would be used, 
but realized the threshold had been 
passed when policemen and soldiers 


started coming over to the 
Yushchenko side. 
Edmonton East MP Peter 


Goldring related some of his expe- 
riences as an election observers, in- 
cluding coming home to his hotel 
room to find a pool of blood. 

“Obviously, someone had been in 
my room and apparently was trying 
to send me a message. One’s imme- 
diate reaction might be to call hotel 
security or room service for clean- 
ers, though it seemed to me that this 
was the action expected of me. I 
might then be removed from 
Ukraine, based en supposed threats 
to my security. I decided to say noth- 
ing, cleaned up the blood and con- 
tinued my work with international 
media, through whom I called for 
the election to be declared a fraud.” 

He also related how, during a visit 
to the Verkhovna Rada he was es- 
corted by a casually dressed man out 
of sight of others, so he could show 
the Canadian MP photos of what he 
explained were Russian soldiers in 
Ukrainian uniforms. “Please tell 
Canada!” he exclaimed, according 
to Goldring. 

He noted that the “Orange Revo- 
lution provides an example for the 
rest of the world 

“Tt was as though Ukrainian citi- 
zens were sensitized and energized 
and wanted to show the world that 
yes they can have a fair election and 
they were proud to show the world 
how millions of people can demon- 
strate, how they can have a demo- 
cratic revolution, how they could 
come to terms with it legally, how 
they could resolve this issue, and 
how they could now conduct a fair 
and accepted election, is an amaz- 
ing lesson for the entire world to 
watch and take note of how they did 
thie 


ing it succeed. 

“We want to feel that our presence 
is important that our time is not only 
appreciated but that it is being valu- 
ably employed. 

“We want to feel challenged, at 
least somewhat towards accom- 
plishing a reachable goal because 
that is the most motivating factor 
that propels volunteers, which is 
what most of our organizations are 
all about. 

“Therefore, we want organization 
to have clear priorities and, to the 
extent possible, to have measurable 
cutcomes and if you don’t have 
benchmarks and pre-determined 
outcomes or goals, then you are lost 
and destined for future,” he stated. 

Taras Shevchenko Foundation 
President Andrew Hladyshevsky 
spoke on “The Changing Face of 
Ukrainian Organizations” and noted 
that the movement will be different 
in the 21" century than it was in the 
previous. Organizations need to fo- 
cus on what will bring people into 
them 


He also stressed that Ukrainians 
should be building coalitions with 
other ethnocultural groups in order 
to advance their interests. 

Other speakers included Roman 
Brytan on socio-cultural issues, Pe- 
ter Sekulic on the Croatian Soccer 
Club, Yaroslav Szewczuk, Ilia 
Semcisin and Ruslan Viksitch from 
the perspectives of Ukrainian Cana- 
dians from Poland, Bosnia and 
Ukraine, respectively. 

Leaders of Ukrainian organiza- 
tions in Edmonton also spoke about 
their groups. These included George 
Yopyk (Ukrainian National Federa- 
tion), Taras Podilsky (LUC), Marco 
Levytsky (Ukrainian Professional 
and Business Club), Andrij 
Nykoforuk (Ukrainian Students’ 
Club), and Mykola Vorotylenko 
(UCC Edmonton Branch). 

UCC National President Orysia 
Sushko brought greetings and com- 
mended LUC for the work it does 
with youth. 

“Your work in educating youth is 
an example to all of us,” she said. 


e (4 9 . . 
Kyiv goes ‘orange’ for Eurovision 
(BBC News)—The song that became the anthem of Ukraine’s “Orange 
Revolution” has been chosen to represent the country at this year’s 


Eurovision song contest. 


The hip-hop tune “Together we are many! (Razom nas bahato!)” by 
Greenjolly beat 18 other contestants in an interactive vote in a qualifying 
final in Kyiv. It became an instant hit with many Ukrainians who rallied 
against last November’s rigged presidential poll. 

Ukraine will host Eurovision 2005 in May as it won the contest last 
year. The country’s winning entry at the show in Turkey was “Wild Dances” 


by Ruslana. 


Razom nas bahato! is a remake of the famous Cuban revolutionary song 


“Pueblo unido jamas sera vencido! 
defeated!)” from the 1960s. 


(The people, united, will never be 


It was written by the Greenjolly duo in the early days of the mass pro- 
tests in Kyiv that eventually brought West-leaning President Viktor 


Yushchenko to power. 
“No to falsifications!... 


No to lies! Yushchenko — yes! Yushchenko — 


yes! This is our president — yes, yes!” the song says. 


“We aren’t cattle!... 


We are Ukraine’ 


s daughters and sons! Now or never! 


Enough with the wait! Together we are many! We cannot be defeated,” it 


says. 


Greenjolly won the right to represent Ukraine in a telephone and SMS 
vote during the Feb. 27 final shown live on UT1 television channel. 

However, some local music experts have criticised the viewers’ choice, 
saying the Eurovision is not a contest for political songs. 
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Держдепартамент США видав 


звіт про стан 


Володимир Звіглянич, Голос Америки 

Державний департамент США 28 лютого 
оприлюднив звіт про стан прав людини у 
світі за минулий рік i передав його на po3— 
гляд Конгресу. В документі серед позитив - 
них моментів 2004 року згадуються вибори 
в Україні. 

Держсекретар США Кондоліза Райс у 
передмові звіту відзначила, що основною 
метою закордонної політики США, визна-- 
ченої президентом Бушем, є підтримка 
людської свободи та гідності у всьому світі. 
Саме під цим кутом зору уряд США, заз- 
начила Кондоліза Райс, протягом дванад- 
цяти місяців співпрацював з міжнародним 
співтовариством для забезпечення вільних 
і чесних виборів у Гватемалі, Індонезії, Гані, 
Україні і Афганістані. І саме під цим кутом 
зору проаналізований стан з правами 
людини у 196-ти країнах світу - - від чем- 
піонів до найзлостивих порушників, 
зазначила вона. 

В Україні, говориться у звіті державного 
департаменту, президентська кампанія була 
затьмарена урядовим тиском на кандидатів 
від опозиції, широкомасштабними пору- 
шеннями та шахруваннями під час голо- 
сування. Уряд Кучми брав участь у мані- 
пуляціях та викривленнях під час прези- 
дентських виборів 31 жовтня та 21 листо- 
пада. Уряд піддавав цензурі пресу і жур- 
налістів 3 метою вплинути на перебіг голо- 
сування і його результат, говориться в 
документі держдепу. Це викликало спротив 
працівників преси, так зване «журналіст- 
ське повстання» серед представників жур- 
налістського корпусу, які відмовилися ви- 
конувати урядові директиви. Згодом народ- 
ні демонстрації проти офіційних резуль- 
татів пошахрованих виборів 21 листопада 
переросли в «помаранчеву революцію», 
очолену Віктором Ющенком, який, на дум- 
ку більшості населення, переміг на виборах. 

Повага до прав людини в Україні, дохо- 
дить висновку звіт державного департамен- 
ту про стан прав людини у світі за минулий 


прав людини 


рік, змінилася кардинальним чином в кра- 
щий бік, коли 3 жовтня Верховний Суд 
скасував результати другого туру виборів 
як пошахровані, підтвердивши тим самим 
дані багатьох вітчизняних та міжнародних 
спостерігачів про численні порушення 
виборчих процедур, залякування опозицій- 
них кандидатів, упереджене висвітлення 
перебігу кампанії в урядових медіа, як 
також широкомасштабні шахрування під 
час виборів та підрахунку голосів. Під час 
призначеного Верховним Судом перего- 
лосування другого туру 26 грудня народ 
України обрав свого нового президента. 

Міжнародні спостерігачі на цих виборах, 
де переміг Ющенко, відзначили покращен- 
ня медійного висвітлення виборів, 
збільшення прозорості виборчого процесу, 
зменшення урядового тиску з метою під- 
тримки певного кандидата, і менше число 
порушень виборчого процесу. 

Новообраний президент Ющенко висл- 
овив рішучу відданість демократії, владі 
закону та повагу до засадничих прав лю- 
дини, підкреслено у звіті державного депар- 
таменту. 

Всупереч поширенню прямого контролю 
громадян над членами уряду в деяких 
країнах, відзначається у звіті державного 
департаменту про стан прав людини, в Росії 
відбулися зміни виборчого законодавства, 
якими передбачено призначення, а не ви- 
бори губернаторів на місцях, що є подаль- 
шим збільшенням повноважень виконавчої 
влади. Документ також закидає Росії поси- 
лення тиску на медіа, перетворення Думи 
на апарат схвалення рішень виконавчої 
влади, корупцію правоохоронців і полі- 
тичний тиск на судочинство. Це викликає 
занепокоєність з приводу ерозії підзвітності 
уряду, посилення расово мотивованих 
насильств і неспроможність суду розслі- 
дувати дії проти порушення прав меншин в 
Росії, зазначено у звіті державного 
департаменту про стан прав людини у світі 
за 2004 рік. 


Мер Івано-Франківська 
сподівається, що з цього року місто 
отримає значні іноземні інвестиції 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

У зв'язку зі зміною політичної ситуації 
в країні обласний центр Прикарпаття має 
всі підстави отримати значні іноземні 
інвестиції. У цьому переконаний мер Івано- 
Франківська Зіновій Шкутяк. Він також 
заявив, що ставки єдиного податку в Івано- 
Франківську є найнижчими в державі. 
Відповідно бюджетні надходження від 
платників податків одними з найвищих. 
Міський голова, який ще донедавна керував 
обласним штабом Віктора Ющенка, впев- 
нений, що Івано-Франківськ щодо госпо- 
дарської діяльності має всі підстави стати 
одним з найкращих міст у державі. 

Понад 60 осіб увійшли до складу конт- 
рольно-ревізійної комісії, яка впродовж 
двох місяців перевіряла роботу івано- 
франківської мерії. Якихось суттєвих 
порушень перевірка так і не знайшла. Мер 
міста Івано-Франківська Зіновій Шкутяк 
вважає, що це чи не найкраще характеризує 
роботу міських чиновників. Одним з основ- 
них завдань міський голова вважає налагод- 
ження ефективної господарської діяльності 
вже в нових умовах. Цьому можуть вагомо 
посприяти іноземні інвестори, які вже 
виявили зацікавлення щодо співпраці з 
івано-франківськими підприємствами. 

Для прикладу італійська фірма "Мер- 
лоні" інвестує цього року 50 мільйонів євро 
для запуску виробничих ліній з вироб- 
ництва пральних машинок марки "Ардо?". Є 
ще й інші не менш привабливі пропозиції, 
які перебувають у стані розгляду. Значний 
ефект, за словами Зіновія Шкутяка, дало 


зменшення два роки тому ставок єдиного 
податку для представників малого та серед- 
нього бізнесу. Мерія тоді зазнала чималої 
критики, її звинувачували в тому, що від 
такого кроку зменшаться надходження до 
міської скарбниці. Міський голова Івано- 
Франківська наголошує: 

"Сьогодні ставка єдиного податку в 
Івано-Франківську найнижча в Україні. Це 
є наша політика. Вона є мінімально допус- 
тима. Ми цю політику впродовж багатьох 
років послідовно проводимо. I сьогодні 
однозначно доводимо, що вона дає 
позитив". 

Зіновій Шкутяк також переконаний, що 
Івано-Франківськ має всі підстави для того, 
щоб стати прикладом ефективної господар- 
ської діяльності, зважаючи на те, що для 
цього нова влада в державі створює всі 
умови. 

Зараз в Івано-Франківську завершується 
реєстр усіх земель, що належали дер- 
жавним установам, для того, щоб не було 
більше спроб приватизації державної землі 
комерційними структурами. Та й загалом 
акцент з політичної площини, як це було 
впродовж кількох останніх місяців, в Івано- 
Франківську переноситься в господарську. 
Зараз громадяни повинні побачити ефект 
від роботи в нових політичних реаліях, 
зрозуміти, що час корупції, беззаконня в 
державі минув. Лише це, на переконання 
міського голови Івано-Франківська, дає 
вагомі підстави претендувати на місце в 
європейському співтоваристві та гідне й 
заможне життя. 
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Помаранчева революція заощадила 
Україні мільйони на рекламі 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

Помаранчева революція по-новому пред- 
ставила Україну всвіті, а для декого взагалі 
відкрила нову державу. Подивитися на неї 
зблизька тепер планують десятки тисяч 
туристів, яких навіть зараз не відлякує від 
приїду сніжна українська зима. Щоб більше 
розповісти про туристичні можливості 
України, організатори щорічного турис- 
тичного ярмарку Holiday World запросили 
"відому незнайомку" стати партнерською 
країною на цьогорічному ярмарку в Празі. 

У туристичному бізнесі Україна робить 
лише перші кроки. І хто знає, як довго б 
вона пасла задніх у цій галузі, якби не події 
Помаранчевої революції, говорить голова 
української делегації на Празькому 
туристичному ярмарку Валерій Цибух: 

"Помаранчева революція сприяла тому, 
що люди могли дізнатись, що є така країна. 
Раніше її знали по Чорнобилю чи касетним 
скандалам, а тепер всі знають, що є і інша 
Україна. Фахівці підрахували, що ми зеко- 
номили близько мільярда доларів на рек- 
ламі України у зв'язку з Помаранчевою 
революцією". 

Результати цієї реклами вже відчули на 
собі українські туроператори. Ігор Хмар- 
ський, голова правління "Діалог-груп", 
однієї з найбільших українських турис- 
тичних фірм, представлених у Празі, 
говорить, що західні туристи не боялися 
їхати до України навіть під час революції, 
та й зараз потік туристів не спадає: 

“3 листопада минулого року інтерес до 
України підвищився у громадян таких 
країн, як Німеччина, Італія, Швейцарія. 
Кількість туристів з цих країн збільшилась 
у чотири-п'ять разів". 

Більше до України стало їздити і чехів, 
говорить співробітниця чеської турис- 
тичної фірми 1BigEurope.com Катерина 


Камалетдинова: 

"Ми помітили, що останнім часом різко 
зросла кількість заявок. Якщо раніше ми 
робили замовлення своїм партнерам в 
Україну на одне-два місця за місяць, то тепер 
идеться про одне-два замовлення на день". 

За словами Катерини Камалетдинової, 
стримують розвиток: туристичної галузі в 
Україні візи та пострадянська інфра- 
структура: 

"Головною проблемою є те, що Україна 
не є в Європейському Союзі. Для туристів 
потрібно виробити візу. Цим треба 
займатися, це триває якийсь час, коштує 
додатково, тому я думаю, що багатьох 
людей це відохочує їхати до України. Вони 
думають: краще я поїду туди, не потрібні 
візи. А друга проблема - це рівень турис- 
тичної інфраструктури. Люди в Європі 
звикли до певного комфорту в готелі та 
обслуговування. В багатьох готелях рівень 
ще дуже пострадянський. Інколи там 
просто комунізм. Але більшість готелів 
пристосовується до нових умов. Вони вже 
навчилися ставитися до клієнтів як до 
клієнтів, а не як до людей, які їм наб- 
ридають". 

Проблеми з візами для європейців та 
громадян інших розвинутих країн нова 
українська влада пообіцяла вирішити вже 
найближчим часом. А от що робити з 
пострадянським сервісом - ще неясно. 
Навіть на виставці деякі пані, що пред- 
ставляли офіційний український туризм, 
дивилися крізь відвідувачів, не виказуючи 
жодних емоцій. 

Привітними натомість були український 
гончар та писанкарка, які радо навчали 
охочих своєму мистецтву. Щоправда, і вони 
втратили аудиторію, коли поруч загримів 
гімн туристичної галузі, який був так 
несхожий на нові революційні ритми. 


ПОРА планує скоро стати партією 


Ірина Шуст, Голос Америки 

Громадянська кампанія ПОРА незабаром 
перетвориться на партію. Про це сьогодні 
на прес-конференції повідомив один з 
координаторів кампанії Владислав Каськів. 
Головна мета нової партії - очищення та 
оновлення влади і забезпечення участі 
громадян у політиці. 

Політичний процес в Україні відбува- 
ється не зовсім так, як було обіцяно, наго- 
лошували сьогодні під час зустрічі з 
журналістами активісти ПОРИ. Саме це 
змушує одну з найпомітніших громадських 
організацій часів «помаранчевої рево- 
люції», зібратись з силами і спробувати 
себе у великій політиці. Учасники прес- 
конференції наголошували, що майже 
кожен з них отримував пропозиції від нової 
влади, проте кулуарні домовленості спра- 
вили на них гнітюче враження і змусили 
йти своїм шляхом. У березні ПОРА 
збирається провести свій установчий з-їзд. 
Документи до Мінюсту про реєстрації 
нової партії вже подані. Щоправда, якщо у 
березні ПОРУ не зареєструють, вона не 
зможе брати участі у парламентських 
виборах 2006 року. Саме тому реєстрацію 
Мінюсту учасники кампанії вважають 
лакмусовим папірцем на те, чи хоче нова 
влада допустити в політику нові обличчя. 
Координатор ПОРИ Владислав Каськів 
наголошує, що нова партія не змага- 
тиметься із вже існуючими політичними 
силами, а хоче прийти їм на заміну: 

«ПОРА не намагається конкурувати в 
структурі існуючої політичної системи. 
Тому що існуючі політичні сили форму- 
валися в умовах протекціонізму, або фор- 
мувалися, як дах для фінансово-політичних 
груп і вони не мають нічого спільного з 
ідеологією народних партій, які будуються 
з низу до верху. Партій, в якій кожна 
людина, кожен учасник, який сповідує її 
ідеологію, має можливість росту і цей 
процес здійснюється відкрито і прозоро. 
Тому, в цьому сенсі, як нове покоління i 
світоглядне і вікове, ПОРА приходить на 
заміну існуючим політичним силам, а не 
бере участь в конкуренції». 

Тим часом, варто нагадати, що сьогодні 


під брендом ПОРА існують дві організації. 
І якщо одна з них - «жовта» - заявляє про 
намір іти в політику, то інша - «чорна» - 
вважає, що це суперечить принципу 
понадпартійності кампанії та порушує 
оголошену на старті стратегію розвитку, а 
саме неперетворення у політичну партію 
після закінчення виборів. 

У свою чергу активісти «жовтої» ПОРИ, 
не виключають, що на базі кампанії буде 
створено цілу низку організацій, які будуть 
між собою конкурувати. Один з активістів 
«жовтої» ПОРИ - Сергій Євтушенко каже, 
що критика і подібна конкуренція лише 
допоможуть загартуватись новій партії: 

«Я думаю, що не дасть НОРІ розслаби- 
тись преса, не дасть ПОРІ розслабитись 
група, яка думає по іншому. Тому, скажемо 
так, ми будемо весь час в спортивних 
умовах. Ми не будемо в тепличних умовах. 
Нам буде важко. Нас будуть всі бомбити. 
Ми до цього готові». 

Євтушенко каже, що сьогодні не може 
назвати кількість людей, що увійдуть до 
нової політичної сили, але головним 
принципом набору буде не кількість, а 
якість. ПОРА збирається залучати у свої 
лави молодих та енергійних професіоналів. 

Партія обіцяє не використовувати у своїх 
інтересах здобутки помаранчевої рево- 
люції, проте наголошує, що виборча 
кампанія ПОРИ буде яскравою та цікавою. 


До Тимошенко 
просяться 50 депутатів 


(Українська правда)- -Керівником 
фракції Блоку Юлії Тимошенко обрано 
народного депутата Олега Білоруса. 

Заступниками голови фракції стали 
Анатолій Матвієнко та Анатолій Семинога. 
За словами Зубова, на фракції була 
прем'єр-міністр Тимошенко, яка підтри- 
мала кандидатуру Білоруса. 

В інтерв'ю журналістам сам Білорус 
повідомив, що прогнозує збільшення 
фракції БЮТ. 

"Є близько 50-ти осіб, які бажають вступи- 
ти до фракції. Ми зможемо прийняти, віді- 
бравши за своїми критеріями, чоловік 20". 
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Ukrainian bilingual program 


celebrates 30 


(UkrNews)—With second-language learning oppor- 
tunities having been highlighted in the recent report of 
The Alberta Commission on Learning, we have a golden 
opportunity to help the Ukrainian Bilingual Program 
grow, says Alberta Education: Minister Gene 
Zwozdesky. 

“The importance of Ukrainian Language Learning 
is highlighted by the success of our students who have 
achieved very high results not only in Ukrainian lan- 
guage courses, but also in all their core subject areas. 
This proves that those students, who are enrolled in 
second language programs also do very well in other 
areas of study,” he said during the 30" Anniversary 
Commemoration of the Ukrainian Bilingual Program 
in Edmonton Catholic Schools at St. Basil’s Cultural 
Centre in Edmonton, Jan. 30. 

“T_anguages are like passports that give you entry 
into understanding other cultures. They increase your 
communication abilities, expand your cultural horizons, 
and equip you with a huge advantage in securing im- 
portant jobs. Knowing the Ukrainian language is of 
particular benefit today, since nearly 10% of Alberta’s 
population is of Ukrainian extraction.” 

He noted that the government has approved the 
implementation of a second language policy that would 
see mandatory second language instruction, starting in 
Grade 4, adding “it is my hope that all Alberta students 
will discover with passion and excitement the wonder- 
ful language-learning opportunities available to them.” 

Ward 2 Edmonton Catholic School Board trustee 
Janice Sarich said learning and teaching about our past 
history shapes the way we view and understand the 
present. 

“Whether you are a second, third, fourth or fifth gen- 
eration Ukrainian or of another ethnic heritage, you can 
appreciate the need and importance of learning and 
teaching about your family’s history, culture, traditions, 
and language. 

“When we pass along our family’s history, culture, 
traditions, and language to the next generation, we help 
create a sense of identity, belonging, and community 


years in ECS 


for all to enjoy. 

To realize that future generations of children and 
youth would benefit if they learned about the Ukrai- 
nian heritage, in our local Catholic educational system, 
speaks volumes about the vision, optimism, and un- 
failing determination of the people thirty years ago, and 
the people who are directly involved today,” she added. 

Doreen Zee, President-of the Edmonton Catholic 
Schools Ukrainian Bilingual Parent Advisory Society 
noted the many groups that assist the Ukrainian bilin- 
gual program. 

“We all work together in either funding our adminis- 
tering various programs for our students. Scholarships, 
achievements awards, tryzubs, dictionaries and prayer 
books to name a few. The program was started from 
humble beginnings by a small group of people who 
had a vision. A vision that would not only embrace their 
Canadian-ness but would honour their Ukrainian heri- 
tage as well,” she said 

Dr. Eugene Ewanyshyn, Supervisor of Ukrainian 
from 1978 to 1991 spoke of the early years of the pro- 
gram and noted the scope of the undertaking. 

“It was indeed a huge commitment on the part of 
teachers, students and parents to get the program up 
and running and to sustain it over the years. To sum up, 
we were blessed with the generous support of the com- 
munity, the parishes, the School Board, dedicated par- 
ents and teachers and, above all else, students who were 
willing to learn a new language while immersed in 
Ukrainian culture, keeping alive a strong heritage for 
the future,” he said. 

Tammy Komarnisky, a 1991 graduate of the full pro- 
gram recalled that students learned not just language, 
but the Ukrainian cultural experience as well. 

“This connected home with school and the Ukrai- 
nian community. Events which we were celebrating in 
the home as well as in the community were highlighted 
within our classrooms. These lessons were lessons for 
us to pass onto the next generation. We were learning 
about our roots, and then internalizing them to make 
them our own.” 


Yaremkos celebrate 60th anniversary 


John served as first Ukrainian Canadian cabinet minister in Ontario 


(UkrNews)—Former Ontario Minister John 
Yaremko and his wife Myroslava celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary in Toronto on Feb. 3. 

Yaremko was the first Canadian of Ukrainian 
origin to be elected to a Parliament (1951-1975) 
in Eastern Canada and the first member of a Pro- 
vincial Government. He served as minister from 
1958 01974 through six general elections, un- 
der three Premiers in seven portfolios. 

Myroslava Yaremko played a great role with 
John Yaremko in the discharge of his duties and 
his outstanding service to the Canadian commu- 
nity at large and the Ukrainian community in 
particular. і 

For most of his 84 years John Yaremko recog- 
nized the fundamental contributions of diverse 
cultural groups to the development of Canada and 
Ontario. A first-generation Ukrainian Canadian, 
Yaremko spoke for many Canadians when he 
coined the term “multiculturalism” in the 1960s. 

Through quarter century in Ontario’s Provin- 
cial Parliament, Yaremko represented Bellwoods, 


Myroslava and John Yaremko 


a Toronto riding which had a large Ukrainian 
population during the fifties and sixties. 

In his first election in 1951 he ousted one of two Com- 
munists (Labour Progressives) to ever sit as an Ontario 
MPP. 

Yaremko was appointed the first provincial secretary 
and minister of citizenship in Ontario in 1961, and was 
again appointed to this portfolio in 1971. Much of gov- 
ernment action during this period bore his imprint, in- 
cluding the fact the Canada became, in 1971, the first 
country in the world to adopt an official multicultural 
policy: to preserve and enhance equality and to defend 
Canadians of diverse heritage from discrimination. The 
Canadian Multiculturalism Act became law in 1985. 

Beyond this, he was involved in other government 
initiatives, helping to establish publicly funded health 
care, the Ontario parks system, the Royal Ontario Mu- 
seum, the Art Gallery of Ontario, the Ontario Arts Coun- 
cil and provincial university student aid programs. 

As Yaremko sees it: “People, and particularly those 
at the University of Toronto, provided me with a fuller 
and better life, which inspired me to work for a better 

life for people in Ontario.” While studying in the 
honours law program at U. of T, Yaremko gained the 


skills, the knowledge and the perspective that enabled 
him, after a period as a practicing lawyer, to enter public 
life and to serve with a high degree of professional- 
ism. He studied under such brilliant legal scholars as 
Bora Laskin, W.P.M. Kennedy and Jacob Finkelman 
and relished equally the opportunity to participate in 
extracurricular clubs and special events on campus. 
At U of T Mr. Yaremko also met his wife. 

Building on previous gifts to undergraduate schol- 
arships in the faculties of music and law, the Yaremkos 
are now expressing their appreciation and commitment 
to the university through the endowed John and Mary 
A. Yaremko Program in Multiculturalism and Human 
rights at the Faculty of Law. 

“We are honoured by this extraordinary gift,” says 
Dean Ron Daniels. “The Yaremko forum will bring 
scholars and teachers to the law school who will en- 
gage our community in vital discussion about the core 
concepts underlying our sense of ourselves as Cana- 
dian: pluralism, multiculturalism, and inclusion. This 
program is a fitting culmination to John’s and Mary’s 
commitment to public service, and to a career of dis- 
tinction in this province and, indeed, this country.” 
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President intervenes in Dynamo row 


(CNN)— Newly-elected Ukrainian president Viktor Yushchenko is to 
intervene in the ownership row over the country’s top football club Dy- 
namo Kyiv, the interfax agency reported Feb. 24. 

A district court in the Ukrainian capital has ordered 98.71 percent of 
the shares in the club to be frozen following a lawsuit by the Pacific 
International Sports Clubs limited. 

The dispute is one of the highest-profile of dozens of reviews of the 
properties once owned by the Ukrainian government and privatised dur- 
ing the 1990s. 

Yushchenko told Kyiv reporters he was monitoring the case person- 
ally, and gave his promised the dispute would be resolved in accordance 
with the law. A conversation on the matter between Yushchenko and Le- 
onid Kravchiuk, a former Ukrainian President, took place earlier in the 
day, Yushchenko said. 

A defiant Dynamo Kyiv president Шог Surkis said Feb. 24 that the 
court decision would not threaten the team or its owners. 

Surkis called the Feb. 23 ruling by Kyiv’s Pechersk district court “pure 
speculation,” and said that “from the legal point of view we have every- 
thing right,” according to a statement issued by the club. 

“The unprecedented... decision, which was made so quickly, is in the 
competence of the lawyers,” he added. Surkis stressed that he was cur- 
rently concerned only with the Feb. 23 UEFA Cup match at Villarreal. 

“We'll talk about everything else after the game,” he told the club’s 
Web site. 

Pacific International Sport Clubs Ltd is a company, owned by Russian 
businessman Igor Grigorishin. 


Fourth quarter surge leads 
Kyiv to victory over Paris 


(FIBA)—Paris’ Igor Perica dominated in the first quarter and Kyiv’s 
Ioannis Giannoulis was unstoppable in the fourth in what turned out to 
be a breathtaking come-from-behind 88-84 victory for BC Kyiv over Paris 
Basket Racing, Feb. 22. 

With this win, Kyiv grab a 1-0 lead over the French side in this year’s 
FIBA Europe league best of three series. 

The visitors were behind for most of the first quarter, however their 6 
offensive rebounds and solid shooting by Igor Perica’s, who scored 17 
points in the opening period, gave them a 21-24 lead at the first break. 

BC Kyiv managed to neutralize their opponents’ forwards and that was 
when his teammates took over. They scored four consecutive three-point- 
ers and by halftime extended their lead to 8 points — 38-46. 

The home team started to feed the ball to their big men Ioannis 
Giannoulis and Kreso Loncar in the third quarter and their offensive ef- 
forts allowed Kyiv to narrow the gap to 4 points. This margin remained 
for most of the quarter, until Sergei Chikalkin scored a three pointer at 
the end to close it at 61-62. 

Paris Basket Racing started the 4th quarter with a 6-0 run and kept the 
home side scoreless for almost 3 minutes. However, free throw shooting 
let the visitors down when it mattered the most. 

Moreover, Kyiv continued feeding the ball to Giannoulis, who was 
simply on fire. His mid-quarter in-your-face dunk inspired the team, 
which, after grabbing the lead for the second time in the game at 69-68, 
never let it slip again. 
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Donetsk advances in UEFA Cup 


Julius Aghahowa’s first-half goal proved decisive as 
FC Shakhtar Donetsk earned a place in the UEFA Cup 
Round of 16 with an impressive display against FC 
Schalke 04 in Gelsenkirchen, Feb. 24. 

Coming in to the game knowing they needed to score 
following the 1-1 draw in Ukraine the previous week, 
Shakhtar began on the front foot and took the initiative 
after just 22 minutes. A cultured switched pass from 
Anatoliy Tymoschuk caught the defence cold and the 
Nigerian striker performed a cute stepover before un- 
leashing a powerful drive through the legs of Frank 
Rost. 

It was just reward for coach Mircea Lucescu, who 
resisted the temptation to alter his side by naming an 
unchanged starting eleven. Schalke coach Ralf 
Rangnick, meanwhile, made three changes from the 
team that came within four minutes of victory last week, 
with Brazilian playmaker Lincoln returning, while 
Gerald Asamoah was included in a three-pronged at- 
tack. 

But it was the Shakhtar strikers who began the match 
brightest and less than five minutes were on the clock 
when Brandao forced Rost to sprint off his line to block 
after the Brazilian striker collected a long ball. Rost 
tipped an almost identical effort over on 19 minutes, 
but if that chance was a warning, it was one that Schalke 
did not heed and three minutes later Aghahowa put the 
visiting side in front. 

Schalke’s centre-backs, Dario Rodriguez and Mladen 


Krstajic, are both 30, and the duo never looked com- 
fortable against Shakhtar’s pacy strikers. On 32 min- 
utes, either striker could have stretched the lead, but 
Zyonimir Vukic opted to go it alone and the move 
fizzled out. 

At this stage, Shakhtar were cruising, but the home 
side came back into the game in the last five minutes 
of the half. First Lincoln forced Jan Lastuvka to tip 
over his free-kick at full stretch and then from the re- 
sulting corner Asamoah just failed to reach a danger- 
ous delivery. But with the first half ending, so too did 
Schalke’s best spell of the game. 

The German side enjoyed a lot of possession in the 
second period but the final ball disappointed and the 
resilient Shakhtar back-line seldom looked vulnerable. 
Ailton found an opening on 72 minutes after Lincoln’s 
precise pass but contrived to thrash his effort wide, and 
it proved the last real opportunity for Schalke. 

Instead it was Shakhtar who could, and probably 
should, have sealed the win a minute from time when 
Elano Blumer’s attempted lob was parried by Rost but 
only as far as Andriy Vorobey. But with the goalkeeper 
stranded, the substitute scuffed his effort wide. Ulti- 
mately, however, one goal proved enough and Shakhtar 
can now look forward to a tie against Dutch high-fliers 
AZ Alkmaar. 


Villarreal knocks off Dynamo 


(UEFA)—Villarreal CF are safely through to the last 
16 of the UEFA Cup after beating FC Dynamo Kyiv 
on home soil with goalkeeper José Manuel Reina’s un- 
beaten home record in the competition this season safely 
intact despite Juan Roman Riquelme’s dismissal. 

First-half goals from Luciano Figueroa and Santiago 
Cazorla earned the UEFA Intertoto Cup winners a tie in 
the next round against FC Steaua Bucuresti, the conquer- 
ors of the holders, Villarreal’s local rivals Valencia CF. 

There was tension at the El Madrigal after the first 
leg ended 0-0, especially as Villarreal’s leading 
goalscorer Diego Forlan was unable to play through 
being cup-tied. To replace the Uruguayan, coach 
Manuel Luis Pellegrini opted for Figueroa in attack and 
the Argentinian forward got straight into action, seeing 
a shot saved by Olexandr Shovkovskiy after being re- 
leased by Héctor Font. Undeterred the hosts continued 
to press as Riquelme blasted wide just moments later. 

Ayila Yussuf responded for Dynamo but his sixth- 
minute effort failed to hit the target and was left ruing 
his missed chance when Figueroa leapt to head 
Villarreal in front on 20 minutes — José Mari Romero 
supplying the decisive cross from the left. With a new 
lease of life, the home team went in search of a second 
goal and they were rewarded for their effort just after 
the half hour when Cazorla fired superbly past the ad- 
vancing Shovkoyskiy after some fine passing. 

The party atmosphere was temporarily disturbed 
when Riquelme was shown a second yellow card on 
42 minutes for retaliation. The dismissal encouraged 
Dynamo to take advantage of the extra man but they 
were held in check by some superb goalkeeping from 
Reina. In fact, Font could have added a third for 


Villarreal at the death but his effort sailed over. 

The Ukrainian side, in the competition after narrowly 
missing out on a last 16 berth in the UEFA Champions 
League, were hot favourites going into the Feb. 17 
game, but looked rusty in their first competitive match 
for over two months. Instead it was the Spanish side 
who took the initiative with a resolute defensive per- 
formance while constantly threatening on the break in 
freezing conditions in Kyiv. 

It was from one such counterattack that the visitors 
created the first clear-cut chance, when on 16 minutes 
José Mari Romero cushioned the ball into the path of 
Luciano Gabriel Figueroa, but the Argentinian striker 
shot straight at goalkeeper Olexander Shovkovskiy 
from ten metres out. But following a frenetic opening, 
which saw Juan Manuel Pena booked, it was Dynamo 
that took control. 

But although Dynamo dominated the match, 
Villarreal remained a threat on the break and shortly 
after the restart, José Mari blasted an effort just over 
the crossbar. Cernat could have broken the deadlock 
two minutes later but in a sequence that typified his 
side’s performance, he dallied on the ball for too long 
when well placed, allowing the defence to recover. 

Although the home side kept pressing for a goal, 
with Oleh Gusev and substitute Milos Ninkovic both 
wasting good opportunities to give Dynamo a precious 
home victory, confident defending and an excellent 
display from Reina ensured that the Spanish side were 
able to weather the storm in the final ten minutes. 


Radovic late show ousts Dnipro 


(UEFA)—Ten-man FK Partizan stunned FC Dnipro 
Dnipropetrovsk with a late winner out of nothing to 
seal a place in the UEFA Cup Round of 16, Feb. 24. 

After a 2-2 draw in Belgrade, Dnipro seemed to be 
coasting to an away-goals victory that never looked in 
jeopardy until substitute Miroslav Radovic grabbed an 
88th-minute winner for the visitors, who had captain 
Sasa Ilic sent off shortly before half-time. 

The home side were without the suspended Oleh 
Shelayev, while striker Oleh Venhlinskiy recovered 
from illness to make the substitutes’ bench. Partizan, 
meanwhile, welcomed back Cameroonian striker Pierre 
Boya to partner their first-leg, two-goal hero Obiora 
Odita in attack. 

From the start it was clear both sides had players 
capable of turning the match. Simon Vukcevic was a 
constant threat for Partizan, while Serhiy Nazarenko 
and Ruslan Rotan kept the visiting wing-backs busy. 
But with the disciplined midfield in charge, clear 
chances were at a premium. 

Home captain Dmytro Mykhaylenko went closest to 
opening the scoring just after the half-hour mark, vol- 
leying wide from 20 metres. Then on 36 minutes he 
tried from all of 35 metres, but saw his free-kick tipped 
over by goalkeeper Ivica Kralj. 

Partizan responded through Vukcevic’s low free-kick 
shortly before the break. But moments later Partizan 


captain Ilic was shown the red card for deliberate use 
of the elbow, and the sides went in to the break with 
little to suggest that Dnipro’s away-goal advantage 
would be broken. 

Despite their one-man advantage, Dnipro’s priority 
remained maintaining their discipline in a game that 
was always just a goal away from Partizan. Sweeper 
Andriy Rusol gradually emerged as their outstanding 
player, cutting out speedy runs by Vukcevic and Ifeany 
Emeghara, and mopping up probing passes for Odita 
and Radovic, on at half-time for the ineffectual Boya. 

As the pressure grew on Partizan to take the game to 
the cagey home side, their one-man disadvantage be- 
gan to tell. Rotan became an ever more prominent fig- 
ure as he was left unmarked to test the visiting defence 
from the wings. 

Despite the gaps, Dnipro failed to find a clear open- 
ing. But it never looked as though Partizan would score 
until five minutes from time when substitute Nikola 
Grubjesic was felled outside the box. Vukcevic stepped 
up to curl a shot over the wall, only to see his effort 
come back off the post. 

It was a warning for Dnipro, but they hardly had a 
chance to act on it before Odita touched the ball short 
to Radovic on the edge of the box, and the substitute 
fired low past Vyacheslav Kernozenko to seal a place 
in the last 16. 
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Yushchenko 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor 
Yushchenko is apparently trying to reassure 
the West that it plans no massive revision of 
the privatization that Ukraine has accom- 
plished in its years since independence. 

Contradicting a statement made by Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko on Feb. 16, he 
said on Feb. 22 that the Ukrainian govern- 
ment will review privatization of tens, not 
thousands, of companies where laws have 
been broken during selloffs by the previous 
authorities. 

His statement in Brussels, where he at- 
tended the NATO summit, echoed remarks 
he made in an earlier part of his latest Euro- 
pean tour. 

“No one will be engaged in revision of 
privatization in Ukraine. No one has aims to 
doubt privatization processes since the 90s,” 
Yushchenko said on Feb. 18 in Zagreb, ac- 
cording to Interfax-Ukraine. “For those busi- 
nessmen that ignored laws, we will assign the 
policy of revision of tender terms and 
privatization. As a rule, on several tens of big 
strategic facilities,” Yushchenko said. 

Yushchenko’s comments indicate that he 
is under increasing pressure to downplay the 
Tymoshenko statement that the government 
will reopen privatization of 3,000 companies 
sold off during the past five years. 

“The revision of privatization will affect 


promises no 


tens of companies, those where violations of 
national law had been significant,” 
Yushchenko told reporters in Brussels. 

“Not hundreds, not thousands, but tens,” 
Yushchenko said. 

Yushchenko previously cited the number 
at 30, including Kryvorizhstal, the largest 
steel maker, and UkrRudProm, the largest 
coking coal and iron ore producer. 

Yushchenko said he had a specific meet- 
ing with Tymoshenko to discuss the 
privatization revision list, and assured inves- 
tors that the list will be limited and will be 
final. 

“When we talk about the Ukrainian 
privatization today, the position of the prime 
minister and the president is the same,” 
Yushchenko said. “No one should have temp- 
tation to extend the list.” 

The government is under pressure to raise 
cash to bridge the 2005 budget financing gap 
of UAH32 billion. 

The government said selling Kryvorizhstal 
would help raise UAH15 billion in extra cash 
for the budget. Kryvorizhstal was sold by the 
previous government last year to well-con- 
nected interests at less than UAHS billion. 


Court reverses Kryvorizhstal sale 


(RFE/RL)—A Ukrainian court ruled on 
Feb. 17 that the privatization of the country’s 
largest steel enterprise, Kryvorizhstal, was 
illegal. 

The decision paves the way for the 2004 
sale — for a reported US$800 million to a 
domestic consortium called Investment Met- 
allurgical Union — to be annulled. 

The reversal was announced one day after 
Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko said the 
government plans to review thousands of 
privatizations carried out by governments that 
served under former President Leonid 
Kuchma. 

The decision, made by a tribunal in Kyiv, 
reverses a court ruling from August declar- 


ing that the sale of the Kryvorizhstal plant 
had taken place legally. 

On Feb. 12, Tymoshenko had said that 
Kryvorizhstal — considered a strategically 
important factory — will be returned to state 
control “in the coming weeks.” 

President Viktor Yushchenko, who took 
office following several rounds of bitterly 
contested voting that sparked the country’s 
Orange Revolution and named ally 
Tymoshenko to her post, campaigned on a 
reform platform that included combating 
татрапі corruption. 

A Dutch-U.S. consortium had competed in 
the tender for Kryvorizhstal, reportedly bidding 
some $1.5 billion for the Ukrainian steel maker. 


Kyiv court freezes assets of Nikopol plant 


(Ukrainian Journal)—A Kyiv court ruled 
on Feb. 25 to freeze assets of the Nikopol 
Ferroalloy Plant (NFP), one of the world’s 
largest ferromanganese producers, in what is 
likely to be the next case of a reversed 
privatization. 

The court ruling bans any transactions with 
a bare majority stake in the company that crit- 
ics of the privatization say had been sold il- 
legally last year. 

The development is another setback for 
Viktor Pinchuk, the son-in-law of former 
President Leonid Kuchma, who managed to 
purchase the stake after the government had 
crossed out all other bidders. 

The bizarre case of the NFP privatization 
reversal began after NFP’s board of direc- 
tors charged earlier this year that Pinchuk’s 
company, Prydniprovye, had acquired the as- 
sets illegally. 


The board of directors refused to call a 
shareholder meeting as had been requested 
by Prydniprovye, the majority shareholder. 

Prydniprovye reacted immediately by fil- 
ing a lawsuit seeking a backing of a court, 
but the court ruled to freeze the assets until a 
decision is taken. 

Valentyna Semeniuk, a lawmaker who is 
tapped as the next chairwoman of the State 
Property Fund, filed a separate lawsuit that 
seeks to derail the privatization of NFP as 
illegal. 

The SPF sold а 50%-plus-one-share stake 
in NFP to Pridniprovya for a total of $76 mil- 
lion, a fraction of market value, in two sepa- 
rate transactions after the government had re- 
jected bids from other bidders. 

The privatization fueled speculations the 
tender has been tailored to sell the assets to 
well-connected interests. 


Budget deficit to be cut to 2% of GDP 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The Finance Minis- 
try seeks to reduce the 2005 budget deficit to 
2% of gross domestic product, down from 
an estimated 7.8%, by slashing spending and 
boosting revenue via selling state assets. 

Finance Minister Viktor Pynzenyk said on 
Feb. 21 the government will definitely revise 
upwards privatization revenues in 2005, re- 
flecting recent steps to cancel the sale of 
Kryvorizhstal, the No. 1 steel maker. 

“Taking into account the steps... [the 
privatization revenue] figure would grow to 
reflect the budget deficit,” Pynzenyk said at 
a press conference. 

The 2005 budget gap is currently estimated 
at 32 billion hryvnias, but Pynzenyk’s com- 
ments indicate the government will seek to 
reduce the figure to about UAH8 billion. 


The government hopes to raise at least 
UAH 15 billion from selling Kryvorizhstal to 
investors at a fair auction this year. Last year 
the government sold the steel maker to well- 
connected interests at less than UAHS bil- 
lion, rejecting higher bids from foreign in- 
vestors. 

The Finance Ministry is currently re-draft- 
ing the 2005 budget, which was originally 
prepared by the previous government, and 
plans to submit the re-draft to Parliament by 
March 15. 

Pynzenyk’s comments also aim to calm 
down the International Monetary Fund, 
whose officials on Feb. 18 expressed con- 
cerned about the ballooning budget deficit, 
seen by the Fund at 6% of GDP. 
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Clean Fund can help Canadian 
massive privatization reversal | investment in Ukraine, says MP 


(UkrNews)—The Clean Fund, with a сарі- 
tal base of $1 billion, which was announced 
in the Feb. 24 federal budget will promote the 
trading of emission credits and the financing 
of projects in emerging economies such as 
those in Ukraine, says Etobicoke Centre MP 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj. 

“In those cases when it is in the national 
interest and involves Canadian companies, the 
Clean Fund will purchase internationally trad- 
able emission reduction credits tied to spe- 
cific projects in other countries,” states the 
budget document. 

“Among countries that have ratified the 
Kyoto Protocol, the Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM) provides credit for financ- 
ing emission reduction projects in develop- 
ing countries. Joint Implementation (JI) 


projects offer credits for financing projects in 
other developed countries. Credits generated 
from CDM or JI projects can contribute to 
the development of emerging economies and 
provide new markets for Canadian companies 
and technologies.” 

Wrzesnewskyj said that one company that 
could benefit from this is Toronto’s Northland 
Power, which has a joint venture investment 
in Kyiv’s Darnytsia Power Plant. 

“Tt’s been quite clear in a number of con- 
versations that Ukraine would be one of those 
countries that qualify, in fact there is a real 
interest in making sure that if Canadian com- 
panies are looking to invest... that we’ll be 
looking to Ukraine,” he said during a telecon- 
ference with Ukrainian Canadian media, Feb. 
24. 


Government imposes 
20% VAT on crude oil imports 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine on Feb. 23 
imposed a 20% value-added tax (VAT) оп im- 
ports of crude oil effective March 1, Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko said after a goy- 
ernment meeting. 

The decision seeks to prevent corruption 
during oil imports and subsequent re-exports, 
through which some oil traders had been il- 
legally claiming rebates from the govern- 
ment. 

All exporters are legally allowed to claim 
the rebate although oil imports have not been 
the subject to the VAT. 

“This issue is connected to colossal 
abuses,” Tymoshenko said at a press confer- 
ence. 

The decision comes a week after the gov- 
ernment suspended re-exports of crude oil, 
citing similar concerns about corruption. 

The move had caused a split within the 
government, with Justice Minister Roman 
Zvarych threatening to resign over what he 
had called the unconstitutional move. 

The imposition of the 20% VAT on oil im- 
ports makes the previous government move 
redundant and it will be probably lifted soon. 
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Canada Ukraine Development Association (CUDA) 


An incorporated non-profit organization whose main objectives are to foster and promote 
mutually beneficial trade and economic relations between Canada and Ukraine 


Cordially Invites you to: 


Dinner Speakers 
At the 
“Taste of Ukraine” Restaurant 
12210 Jasper Avenue 
Parking at rear of Restaurant 
Dinners start at 6:00pm 


Seminars and full course meal $25 for members, $40 non-members 
CUDA membership $50 — one per family 


“Selling Neon Products in 
Ukraine and Euro, 


“KROES — Investing for Oil in Ukraine | ККЗ)" & 
‘Personal Experiences and Prospective Projects 


“Selling Ukrainian Technology 


in North America” 
Location to be Announced 


For tickets, please call CUDA Executive Members: 


Зіамка 
Shulakewych 


Pacific Valve Cautech Neon URDC Tanks-a-Lot 
Services Inc. Systems Inc. Ecosystems Grant MacEwan | Ltd. 
Ltd. College 
463-3972 991-4940 472-8265 
469-3841 497-4375 


“All questions related to re-exports of oil 
are now lifted after the introduction of the 
VAT,” Tymoshenko said. 

Economy Minister Serhiy Teriokhin said 
the previous week the ban on oil re-exports 
was aimed at stopping re-exports of 3 mil- 
lion metric tons of crude from Russia via 
Ukraine to Slovakia. 

The oil was supposed to be re-exported by 
Oil Tranzit Ltd., a private oil trader, which 
had so far imported 100,000 metric tons of 
oil that had been ever since sitting in a Ukrai- 
nian oil pipeline. 

Tymoshenko said this oil will continue to 
be blocked by the Ukrainian authorities until 
the Russian government confirms that it is 
not part of Russian annual oil supplies quota 
to Ukraine. 

“Tf this oil is part of the Russian-Ukrainian 
oil imports agreement there will be no re-ex- 
ports,’ Tymoshenko said. 

Oil Tranzit said in an open letter to 
Tymoshenko last week that the oil is on the 
top of the Russian-Ukrainian oil imports 
agreement that should open door for re-ex- 
ports. 
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By Dr. Steven C. Kashuba 

As a youngster growing up in 
Alberta I was always struck with the 
absence of an extended family. It 
seemed that everyone had grand par- 
ents. Perhaps an uncle or an aunt. I 
had nobody. Nobody to brag about, 
to relate to or to look up to. Nobody 
but my parents. 

There were many obstacles to 
finding your family roots during the 
Soviet era, and I thought that would 
change when Ukraine gained its in- 
dependence in 1991. 

However, world events such as 
genocide, the Holocaust, Operation 
Wisla, expulsions to Siberia and es- 
pecially the death toll in Soviet 
Ukraine as a result of World War II 
made family searches very difficult. 
For every relative that I successfully 
found, there were several instances 
of someone claiming to be my rela- 
tive which, upon further research, 
proved to be false. To my surprise, 
even my cousins in Western Ukraine 
were not aware of the existence of 
our first cousins living in their back 
yard right in the city of Lviv. Not 
one of them had the means or the 
inclination to visit their ancestral 
village, now in Poland. Besides, the 
Ukrainian village was burned to the 
ground by Polish nationalists in 
1945. 

At first this attitude seemed 
strange until I discovered just how 
difficult was their life. Just to eke 
out an existence was a full-time 
challenge. If there were family 
searches, it seemed as though they 
came from relatives who had long 
ago found safe haven in Canada or 
the United States. For sure, they 
were aware of Operation Wisla and 
how their parents came to live in 
Lviv, Ternopil, Chop and other lo- 
cations in Western Ukraine. But, that 
was it. They knew little about their 
grandparents. In fact, it took me sev- 
eral visits to Poland before I found 
someone from my dad’s village who 
knew of its location before it was 
torched. It took several more trips 
to Ukraine before I was able to con- 
nect with my relatives in Ukraine, 
Poland and Latvia. 

Searching for family in Ukraine 
today is far different and much 
easier, than in Soviet times. Or is it? 
True, correspondence flows uninter- 
rupted. The use of telephone, fax, 
and internet are just one step away. 
Still, I wish that it were so easy. For, 
in the first instance, to whom shall 
you write? Do you know their ad- 
dress? Their fax or telephone num- 
ber? Do your relatives have these 
conveniences? For starters, do you 
have their correct Ukrainian name? 
Their address? Or, was it an address 
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family in Ukraine 


that was indigenous to Poland or to 
Soviet Ukraine but has changed its 
spelling since Ukraine gained its in- 
dependence in 1991? Finally, as is 
the case with so many Ukrainian 
Canadians, is your anglicized name 
at variance with that of your rela- 
tives living in Ukraine? 

These are but a few of the chal- 
lenges which confront a Canadian 
in search of family in Ukraine. This 
is why I believe that the assistance 
of Ukrainian genealogist is the an- 
swer. 

Recently, I was fortunate enough 
to get an assignment with the Cana- 
dian government to provide some 
assistance to a firm in Lviv involved 
with family searches. Zhyva Simja 
is headed up by Oleksandr 
Denysenko, a most dedicated histo- 
rian who seems to have a photo- 
graphic memory; a veritable walk- 
ing encyclopedia of information. 
How I wish that I knew him in 1996 
when I first undertook family 
searches. He might have saved me 
considerable time and expense in 
my search for family. Without doubt, 
it was Oleksandr who really drove 
the message home; searching for 
family in Ukraine can be a daunting 
task. 

Zhyva Simja (Living Family) pro- 
vides a range of services to Canadi- 
ans and Americans in search of fam- 
ily. In some cases, the family being 
sought may have been disrupted by 
events in World War I or World War 
II. Perhaps members of the family 
had been subjected to deportation to 
Siberia and had lost contact with one 
another as a result of government 
policy. Factor in the imponderables 
of the various name changes of vil- 
lages from those times when Poland 
administered Galicia, to the Soviet 
Empire, and finally to Ukraine’s in- 
dependence, and you have the ingre- 
dients of a real challenge. Members 
of the family may have perished 
during the Holocaust or as a result 
of the genocidal policies of the So- 
viet government. Maybe the family 
had been decimated during the 
Holodomor during the 1930s. Per- 
haps you would like to visit a vil- 
lage but the name of the village has 


changed or was destroyed by the 
Poles or Ukrainians during World 
War II. 

Denysenko, fluent in several lan- 
guages, proudly speaks of the suc- 
cesses of his firm. None is more 
poignant than the story of the 
Dobrzansky family of the United 
States that requested genealogical 
information about their maternal- 
line. Denysenko not only took them 
to the village where the family once 
resided but also contacted the appro- 
priate archives and found vital sta- 
tistics of the family going back to 
1607. What is even of greater inter- 
est is that the family history showed 
an application for nobility; a study 
in itself! Several hundred other en- 
tries in the archives were discovered 
from the 1600s to the 1900s. Photo- 
copies of these documents were 
taken, translated and explained to 
the client. 

It is not uncommon for a family 
that has met Oleksandr to write and 
express their pleasure in retaining 
the services of Zhyva Simja. Quotes 
such as “...we have had a great time 
with you on our trip. Your language 
skills and encyclopedic knowledge 
of Ukraine made for a memorable 
experience...” As can be expected, 
the provision of these services is not 
without cost. But, when one consid- 
ers that data for archival inventories 
comes from many sources, among 
them being archival inventories pub- 
lished by various archives in the 
former Soviet Union, from archival 
records held in cities such as Lviv, 
Kyiv, Krakow, Warsaw and Mos- 
cow, only then does one begin to ap- 
preciate the value of a specialist. 

Perhaps you are searching for 
family in Ukraine. This is your in- 
vitation from Oleksandr Denysenko 
to visit Zhyva Simja’s web site at: 
www.tuag.lviv.ua <http:// 
www.tuag.lviv.ua>. Oleksandr’s е- 
mail address is: <tuag@is.lviv.ua>, 
telephone +380 322 98 6625 and fax 
at +1 (503) 217-8406. His address 
is: 3 Piskova Street, Suite 6, Lviv, 
Ukraine, 79026. Or, if you need 
more information, telephone me at 
780-435-7527; e-mail 
<kashtwo@telus.net>. 


Lviv to celebrate 750? anniversary 


(UkrNews/Ukrainian Times)—About 114 million hryvnias (C$26.5 
million) will be allocated from the national budget for the celebration of 
the 750th anniversary of Lviv next year. 

The cost of the celebration is expected to exceed a total of 400 million 
hrn, the lion’s share of them to be borne by Lviv City Council. 

Lviv mayor Lyubomir Bunyak wants to restore the High Castle to its 
former grandeur. However, archaeological research alone requires around 


1.5 million hrn. 


The program of preparation for the 750th anniversary of Lviv pro- 
vides for renovation of several streets, waterworks, lighting and sewer 
systems as well as the improvement of parks. Special attention will be 
paid to the restoration of the Pototskie Palace, the Maria Zankovetskaya 
Theater, the museum of natural history and the historico-architectural 
complex Citadel. The format of the celebration is expected to include 
the international art festival Lviv Forever. 


